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COMMODORE’S NOTES
The regular 2018 sailing season comes rapidly to an end on Sunday October 7th with the Jack
Beattie Pursuit Trophy followed by the seasons wake.
However for you fearless and centrally heated sailors this is not the end of sailing, we start the
seven week Frostbite series on Sunday 14th October.
Work parties
And of course we also have our work parties scheduled for Sunday October 14th and 21st starting
at 10am they will be over by noon giving ample time for lunch before sailing in the afternoon.
If you are able to come along and help it would be much appreciated and the work party
attendance gains a credit against the 2019 subscriptions.
For the pre-season work parties a total of 39 members attended which is a fantastic effort and
an indication that we are a thriving club where members really contribute to our continued
success.
You will see in a later article that we need to sow about 1000 m2 of our newly gained boat park
area with grass. Sow we need a large team of sowers and rakers to do this; probably 20 of you
armed with rakes.
So it won’t be enough to match our pre-season attendance; we will need to absolutely surpass
it!
Trophy return
Remember that all trophies need to be returned to the club on either of these days sparklingly
clean and polished. Get them ready now to enjoy those last few days of glory.

Membership

We have had a splendid year for recruitment with a total of 46 people joining us. Our most
recent recruits since the last newsletter are
Chris, Lucy, Alice and Alexander Cooke
Vicki, William and Nancy Booth
Philip, Elodia, Zara and Pippa Alsop
Leam, Mike and Silas Jackson
Johann, Jonathan, Eleanor and Daniel Rosser
Jenny, Richard, Charlotte and Isla Parker
Ed Duncan
Katie Swain
Michael Shew
Ben Morgan
Simon Bower
Issy Thompson
Liz Hinde
Please do welcome our new members and do say hello to new people that you see around,
introduce yourself and offer advice and support where you can.
Family membership
I have written to family members asking them to come up with ideas for activities and races
that would meet their needs and increase their enjoyment of the club. Hopefully we will see
new things happening for family members during the coming season.
Membership Survey
You will remember that we invited you to participate in the national RYA survey of members.
We now have the Combs report with us which we will be considering at our forthcoming Joint
Committees meeting in October. We will then be sharing this with the whole membership.
Many thanks to all who participated. We had 29% participation from our membership; which was
above the national average.
Recent Events:
Anniversary weekend
This was held on Sunday July 29th with a great variety of crazy races. The weather was not kind
however all who participated clearly had a great time.
Bart’s Bash
We had 21 boats on the water for this race on Sunday September 16th which was a fine effort.
We raised £75 in donations and I know that some members donated on line to the charity.

Southport 24 hour race Saturday and Sunday September 14th and 15th

We were not able to send a team and boat this year however Mike Craddock, Victoria Theaker
and Keith Muncey Joined Todbrook’s entry and sailed in the race. We all had an enjoyable time.
77 boats participated this year so at times it was quite hectic at marks and on the beating leg of
the course.
It would such a good thing if we could get a team of 12 people to go next year. Do give it some
thought and talk to Mike Craddock if you are interested.

Family sailing and training

We started the training year in April with four adult beginner/improvers and an enthusiastic
group of nine junior sailors. We were blessed with fine weather and benign conditions almost
every week which enabled our students to make excellent progress. Many thanks to all of the
instructors who helped out with the training and the parents who assisted ashore.
Before the training programme was over, we had huge influx of new members who recognised
the beautiful setting of the club and friendly welcome, and forgave the dropping water level in
return for the glorious weather we’ve had. Without the resources available to provide more
formal training, and recognising members wouldn’t be able to make every week, we were able
to provide informal coaching most weeks on the family sailing days from the beginning of July
and running through to the end of September.
We’ve had great turnouts and it’s been brilliant having so many enthusiastic new members on
the water. It provides reassurance for the future of the club.

DYS sailing

Victoria Theaker has been a regular participant in these events; having so far sailed in eight
events with two more to go. She is currently in 2nd position in the senior category and third
overall. This is a fantastic achievement. Well done Victoria. She has written a piece about her
experience sailing in the Derbyshire Youth Sailing events below:
I have just finished my first season racing with the Derbyshire Youth Sailing (DYS) and would
like to thoroughly recommend this to all the juniors at Combs Sailing Club.
The races take place at 10 reservoirs throughout Derbyshire, running from March until
September and are open to any Derbyshire sailors between the ages of 6 and 19. Although all
age groups sail together, there are awards for first second and third place in each category
(Junior, Intermediate and Senior).

The sailors’ range of abilities vary from the complete novice racer to those who have been
racing and representing their county for years. There is plenty of friendly banter, both on and
off the water with no shortage of useful advice and sailing tips to encourage you along.
I personally feel that I have gained so much experience and confidence from sailing at different
venues and against my own age group and can truly say that I have made friends for life.
If you feel you would like to give it a go, then the local participating reservoirs are Combs,
Errwood, Toddbrook and Glossop.
For more information go to http://dysailing.org/ where there are details of all the venues, as
well as details on hiring boats if required. Alternatively, I would be more than happy to
answer any questions you may have.
Victoria Theaker
Financial matters

Gift Aid
We have now registered with HMRC for Gift Aid purposes. This now means that any donations
made to the club will benefit us by another 25% contribution from the government. This is why
we now collect donations for our refreshments and will be proposing at this year’s AGM that the
current £25 collected for the Regeneration fund will become a donation of Gift Aid.
So for every £1000 donated we will receive an extra £250 from the Treasury; it is worth noting
that we usually take around £1000 each year for refreshments.
Banking arrangements for the Regeneration Fund
We are in the process of opening a 90 day savings account with the Al Rayan bank which will
provide a competitive return of 1.54%.
We will trial the bank with an initial deposit of £1000 before we commit further funds.
Some dates for your diaries:
Prize Giving and celebration
The seasons Prize Giving and celebration will be held on Saturday November 25th at the Poynton
Legion Club; we will be sending the booking form with details soon but please make a note in
your diaries now.
The event will be less formal this year in response to our consultation at the start of the year.
There is a live Ceilidh band with caller to entertain us and the seating will be more flexible with
a range of food to be enjoyed buffet style.
So please make every effort to join us for our annual celebration
Annual General Meeting
This year’s meeting is scheduled for Monday December 10th starting at 7.30 in the Mechanics
Institute in Whaley Bridge.
This is an important meeting in our calendar and the opportunity for all members to contribute
to the development of the club. We have now established a norm of a high attendance at this
meeting so if you are a regular attender please be there again. However, if you have never been
before please do consider coming this year.
Committee membership
All members of your two committees are volunteers and make a massive contribution to the
well-being of the club. The membership is elected each year and new members are always
welcome to volunteer for the positions.
Please do consider getting involved. If you are potentially interested let me know and I can
arrange for you to attend our October meeting as a guest to see what we do

Land works
The works started on Monday September 17th
and massive progress was made very quickly.
The new tyre embankment was done first with
stone to infill and back filled with earth
Quickly followed with the clearing of the land
where the trailers were parked and between
that and the golf club fairway.
A new land drain has been installed to carry
away the water that comes from the golf club
along the boundary and into the reservoir.
I think that we have almost doubled our boat
park capacity!
You will note that we have used a great
number of tyres! These were provided by Dove
Holes Tyres and collected by Russell Talbot,
Mike Craddock, Robert Rawlinson, Mark
Hesketh and Keith Muncey.
Three trips with Russell towing a flatbed trailer, using Mike’s land rover and trailer and Keith’s
van; about 100 tyres in all; many thanks to all for their contribution.
We also moved all of the road trailers from their overgrown location on to the beach.
Without the beach to use I’m not sure how we would have managed.
Perhaps you thought that 100 tyres is a lot? Well we needed to collect another 60+ to complete
the embankment to protect the new plot that we have created.

Open Events:
Combs Open Sep 1st/2nd 2018

By Richard Whitehouse

The hot, dry summer had its effect on Combs reservoir, a canal header in the Peak district. The
water level was the lowest for many years but still deemed “sailable”. Three visiting sailors,
(one in an original “classic” Byte) and five local club members took the long trek down the
shore to the central puddle. The wind blew from the South, curling over and around the hills
and trees and swirling across the “lake” at between 1 and 12mph (on almost every leg of the
course).

Rick Whitehouse, with his lifetime knowledge of the lake and its wind patterns, made best use
of the fitful conditions to pull through to the lead over the beat to the first mark in every race,
extending his lead through banana shaped reaches and runs to avoid the dead spots all over the
lake. Two races then lunch, with a choice of vegetarian or meat lasagne enjoyed by all and
prepared by Victoria’s mother Linda, was followed by one more race on Saturday afternoon. The
Moore’s support team returned from their rounds of golf at local courses (one of which is
immediately adjacent to the sailing club), and joined the sailors and their support teams for the
now traditional evening meal at the Beehive pub in Combs village.
There were three more races on Sunday morning. The predicted much increased wind strength,
hoped for by some, did not materialize and conditions remained similar to Saturday with
pleasantly warm sunshine but slightly more consistent wind. Rachel Mackinder took first place in
the last race, with Victoria having her best result only 1 second behind. By the end of the event,
after one discard, Stuart Moore, Rachel McInder and Jenn Bennett all had 14 points, Rachel’s
first place in the last race giving her second overall whilst the same number of seconds, thirds

etc. meant that the final 3rd and 4th places were on the last race, giving 3rd to Stuart. Alex
Horsman, in his classic byte, was at his first open meeting and gained considerable experience,
getting some one-to-one mentoring from Louis Saunders, ex-national champion. Combs Sailors
Jenny Hesketh and Sue Sloan completed the fleet.
Results
1st
Richard Whitehouse
2nd Rachel McInder
3rd Stuart Moore
4th Jenn Bennett
5th Victoria Theaker
6th Jenny Hesketh
7th Alex Horsman
8th Sue Sloan

Combs SC
Netley SC
Netley SC
Combs SC
Combs SC
Combs SC
West Riding SC
Combs SC

Combs SC Noble Marine Supernova Traveller Series Open 2018
Sunday July 14th
It was wonderful to see 10 boats sailing from Combs for this event and even better to see that
Eric was the winner. Peter Quayle was also very competitive coming 5th in the hotly disputed
3rd to 6th positions. The results were:
Rank Sail No

Helm Name

Club

R1

R2

R3

Total Nett

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th

Eric Haselden
M.McMullan
N.Whiles
R.Corner
Peter Quayle
C.Brown
T.Bleasedale
S.Stewardson
M.Meadows
Thomas Burscough
Mike Craddock
Richard Silson
D.Steven
John Galloway
Keith Muncey
R.Hawson
Rob Rawlinson
D.Hillesdon
Tom Gibbons

Combs SC
Bolton
Attenborough
Attenborough
Combs SC
Bolton
Girton SC
Emberton
Burton
Combs SC
Combs SC
Combs SC
Bartley
Combs SC
Combs SC
Glossop
Combs SC
Combs SC
Combs SC

1.0
2.0
3.0
(7.0)
(6.0)
4.0
(12.0)
8.0
(19.0)
5.0
(9.0)
11.0
10.0
13.0
14.0
(19.0)
17.0
15.0
16.0

(2.0)
3.0
(13.0)
1.0
6.0
(7.0)
8.0
4.0
5.0
(14.0)
9.0
10.0
12.0
11.0
(15.0)
16.0
(18.0)
(19.0)
(17.0)

1.0
(6.0)
3.0
7.0
2.0
5.0
4.0
(9.0)
10.0
12.0
8.0
(13.0)
(19.0)
(16.0)
11.0
14.0
15.0
18.0
17.0

4.0
11.0
19.0
15.0
14.0
16.0
24.0
21.0
34.0
31.0
26.0
34.0
41.0
40.0
40.0
49.0
50.0
52.0
50.0

1120
1068
1130
1156
1050
576
649
1083
1171
494
1058
578
408
608
1029
1019
685
461
1000

2.0
5.0
6.0
8.0
8.0
9.0
12.0
12.0
15.0
17.0
17.0
21.0
22.0
24.0
25.0
30.0
32.0
33.0
33.0

