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Louis Saunders Lightning 

National Champion 2011 

 
It was an outstanding result for Louis at the Lightning National Championships.  This photo (© Emma Dodd) 

shows Louis leading the fleet.  More inside. 

 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ New Cockpit 

Firstly, massive congratulations to Louis Saunders on retaining the title of 

[ƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ-grown sailor 

doing so well on the national scene. 

It seems only a few weeks ago that I was writing to encourage you to get 

your boats out early this year, but September has arrived and Wednesday 

evening racing has finished for the year.  But do not despair ς the water is 
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still warm ςtry and make the most of what remains of summer. 

This year we are planning some events during the winter when there is not much sailing.  First will be the 

annual Presentation Dinner which will be at the Old Hall Hotel in Buxton on Saturday 26 November.  We are 

also planning evening sessions on racing rules and being a race officer.  I also hope you will be able to hone 

your competitive edge on the go kart track. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ /ƻƳōǎ {/Ωǎ смst birthday when we hold the annual Anniversary Trophy 

Regatta.  This will be a chance for inexperienced sailors to have a go at racing.  There will be refreshments after 

the racing for the 61st birthday party.  I hope to see you there. 

As part of the celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the sailing club Sandy Broadbent produced a history of the 

sailing club and for the 60th anniversary that history has been updated.  The updated history has now been 

published on the club website here ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ {ŀƴŘȅ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

project and to encourage you to read his efforts.  I would also like to join him in thanking others who helped 

with the history, especially Andy Butler who prepared it for the website. 

Russell Talbot 

Editorial 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ōƛƎ ōƻŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ Ƴƻƴth, the highlight being a 

ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ осŦǘ bŀƧŀŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀΣ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ 

before, so it was very enjoyable exploring the Rivers Deben and Orwell in the late 

summer sunshine, with a night spent in the redeveloped dock area in the centre of 

Ipswich. 

We have a bundle of race reports this month, with an additional perspective of the Combs Byte/Lightning Open 

from Pete Gardner. 

! ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ ōŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǊŀŎŜǎ or other aspects of sailing - just send them 

through to me for inclusion.  

 Andy Butler 

Lightning National Championships 20th/21st August 

Thanks to Lee Bratley and the Lightning Class Association for their permission to publish this report which you 

can also see on the Yachts and Yachting website.  Thanks also to Emma Dodd for the photos 

As class racing goes, this event had it all! Great weather, good breezes and drama, literally right up until the 

very last throw of the dice. Seventeen boats arrived at Northampton SC on Pitsford reservoir, with early arrivals 

taking to the water for a great 'social sail' on the Friday evening.  

After Friday nights 'beer & banter' session at the Bratley/Dodd palace, it was down to business on Saturday 

when race one kicked off under perfect conditions for challenging, but not 'survival', sailing. A good 12 or so 

knot breeze - perfect for the Lightnings - and sunshine as the hooter dispatched the fleet and away we went.  

Shifting breeze made it a little tricky at first to choose the correct side of the course, with the boats spreading 

out a little around the first lap. The right hand side seemed to pay off slightly better, but it was a very close call 

so no massive advantage seemed to come. Once the windward mark was reached, there was a spectacular 

sight as these lightweight boats accelerated sharply and seventeen balls of spray hurtled along the reach, 

absolutely flying. An extremely close fought race saw many big place changes - 10th to 3rd and visa-versa was 

eminently possible such was the nature of some of the closest quarter racing we've seen in the Lightnings all 

http://www.combssailingclub.co.uk/pages/history/combs%20history.pdf
http://www.yachtsandyachting.com/news/?article=159158
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year, fabulous! In the end, Race 1 went to defending champion Louis Saunders, from Havershams Paul White 

and Up River helm Simon Hopkins, all setting their stall as to their weekends intentions!  

After lunch, the wind picked up a little and the clouds bought out spray tops as a small rain squall whistled over 

Pitsford. A very close start had everyone much closer on this race and, with a new course, an all-new challenge 

- the biggest being threading through/around the Supernova fleet at one of the turning marks, some hold-your-

breath squeaky bum moments there!! Again, though, the 368s revelled in the conditions, solid upwind, big 

planing reaches and close, fair racing all the way. This race saw consistency pay for Paul as he came in as 

runner-up to LymingtonΩs John Claridge - Louis squeezed out down to 7th - giving Paul the overall lead as we 

went into race 3.  

By this time the sun had returned with the wind remaining 'sturdy' but not as scary as last year (I shudder every 

time I recall day one of last yearΩs event!). The multi-coloured fleet were sent on their way, a couple of boats a 

little too keen forcing individual recalls. Another new course avoided the cross-over clash of the previous race 

and saw probably the most tactical race of the weekend as Hugh Spencer used all of his experience to show 

that the 'old-timers' can still upstage the whippersnappers! A wonderful sail by Hugh saw him take the victory 

from Louis by a matter of feet, not even a boat length between them - with another compacted fleet seeing 

even the tail enders coming in just a short while after the leaders - close racing indeed.  

  

At the end of day one, then, John Claridge led the series but with anyone in the top five being perfectly able to 

take the overall win with the remaining races on Sunday. A great social evening ensued, with several visitors 

popping down simply to see the Lightning out of interest, welcomed warmly by the various helms and class 

stalwarts. With another session of 'development discussion' over lantern-light and red wine up at Bratley-Dodd 

towers (A Finn rig and double-centreboards was Rupert Whelan's final pre-sleeping bag/post-vino suggestion!).  

Sunday and an early start - first race 10am. Thankfully, for several, the water was more mirror-like than an 

actual mirror....the 'P' flag making a welcome entry as hangovers were worked on as hard as the boats! A 

fantastically timed half hour postponement saw the wind fill in just as the flag came down. Shore-side activity 

ramped-up and we set off for the start line for two more back-to-back races to determine the 2011 National 

Champion.  
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Race four went off with much testing of the line but, again, cleanly on the whole as we set off over another 

superbly set course. Things were getting tense, now, as all the main protagonists came to the fore. It wasn't 

long before Louis and John were heading the pack, with the wily Hugh finishing 3rd.  

So, in brilliant fashion, the outcome of the championship was going to be decided on the final race. A superb 

'display' start by the whole fleet saw a very compact group head away to the first mark, John getting the better 

of everyone, with Louis squeezed right down into the pack. An example of the close nature of this race, though, 

was Rupert Whelan - rounding the windward mark in 10th, but completing the lap in 4th, after being 2nd just 

prior to the final beat...close it certainly was. The charging Simon Hopkins went round in second, was overtaken 

at the leeward mark as those behind took a great gust to pass - he then collided with Adam Styles, lost more 

places doing his penalties and then regained a couple upwind to the line! - eventful to say the least.  

The intrigue, however, was at the front. Louis grabbed his boat by the scruff of the neck and in fantastic 'Win or 

Swim' style, scorched the course to go into the final beat, of the final lap, locked in a luffing battle with John. 

With White and Whelan all set to pounce in the background, neither could afford to put a foot wrong and it 

was Saunders that won out to cross the line first - his second win of the day and third of the weekends five 

races, retaining his Lightning368 National title. Huge well done to Louis who, very graciously, acknowledged the 

closeness of the racing all weekend. It might have been three victories out of five, but right up to the final beat, 

this championship was wide open.  A thoroughly deserving winner, though, after some spectacular sailing 

throughout the whole weekend.  

Northampton was, again, the perfect venue and hosts. From the superb race-crew to an incredible galley army, 

things could not have been bettered and we salute you on a job more than well done. Thanks to all involved 

and we look forward to returning in 2012.  

To all the participating helms, well done and thanks for turning out, hopefully it was an enjoyable weekend 

irrespective of where you were in the field.  Perfect conditions for our boat through the entire weekend.  

Overall Results:  

Pos Sail No Helm Club R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 Pts 

1st 104 SAUNDERS Louis Combs SC 1 7 2 1 1 5 

2nd 402 CLARIDGE John Royal Lymington YC 4 1 3 2 2 8 

3rd 269 WHITE Paul Haversham SC 2 2 4 5 3 11 

 

Lee Bratley (Vice Chairman, Lightning Class Association) 

Around The Marks  

You will have seen the excellent result achieved by Louis in the Lightning 368 Nationals held at Northampton 

over the weekend of 20th & 21st August. Winning the event in 2010 was a great achievement but to retain the 

title was fantastic. 

Three other Combs sailors were competing in the same Regatta sailing Supernovas. As both the Lightning and 

the Supernova were designed by Mark Giles there is a close relationship between the classes. Dave Staley, 

Damian Haigh and I entered a fleet of 38 Supernovas and whilst we were never going to win, the event gave us 

two superb days racing. One added benefit was that as the Supernovas start five minutes before the Lightnings, 

ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊƛƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ [ƻǳƛǎΩǎ ǊŀŎŜǎΦ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ to back final races I had been chatting 

to Louis on the water prior to the last race and was aware that he had to win or prevent John Claridge from 

winning. The pressure was on Louis. He sailed the last downwind leg superbly to round the last mark ahead of 

said John Claridge. It was now a beat to the line. After ten metres Louis tacked ahead of John and took a 
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starboard covering position out to the port side of the course. This the perfect move, leaving a tack back to the 

line and the Championship. It was impressive sailing and best summed up by the report in Yachts and Yachting 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀƛŘ άǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ǊŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ [ƻǳƛǎ {ŀǳƴŘŜǊǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǿƛƳ ƻǊ ǿƛƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΦέ 

Sailing in Open Meetings does add another dimension to dinghy racing. Larger fleets on big waters make for 

interesting situations. I tend to struggle on downwind legs. In one race at Northampton I counted fifteen boats 

fanned out across the water running for the mark. Ten were almost level but where to put the boat to gain best 

advantage at the mark? Problems which we tend not to see at Combs. Starts were civilised as befits a boat 

sailed by Gentlemen. Dave Staley made some superb starts and coupled with excellent windward sailing was 

fifth to the windward mark in one race. Damian was really getting into the event as the weekend progressed 

and got the boat moving very well. 

Paul Thompson and Andy Pyett represented Combs in the RS300 nationals sailed at the National Sailing Centre 

Weymouth from 23rd to 26th August. This was one of the test events for the 2012 Olympics so all the Olympic 

ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ !ƴŘȅΦ hƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ǊƛƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ w{оллΩǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ǿŜōŎŀƳ ŦŜŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜȅƳƻǳǘƘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻǇ made 

boat park identification easy. The first day report from Andy indicated problems with his boat. A night spent 

Blue-Petering it back together with sticky back plastic and bath sealer did not do the trick. Shortly after starting 

the second day race a failure of the mast support put the boat out of commission. Paul sailed the series 

consistently gaining some more excellent sea time in the RS300. I understand the social side of the event was 

very good and our Olympic sailors were seen round and about the venue.  

Bob Pyett 

 

The Quayle Tailender ς thanks to Tony Berry for the photo 
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Caption Competition 

Three entries last month:  

άWot no toestraps!έ ŦǊƻƳ Mike Craddock. 

άWell! Are you just going to sit there with your bloody camera, or are you going to help me out of the water?έ 

Chris Stillo 

and the winner is: 

άYay...must be a successful 'dry-capsize'...my eye makeup is still intact!έ 
Sue Woolley  

 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ aƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΥ 

 
 

Level 2 Club Racing Coach 

In August we had a meeting with our local RYA representative. Mike Craddock had set up the meeting to talk 

over our training needs with the RYA and find out what could the RYA offer Combs. A very positive meeting and 

it was agreed to put six Combs members though a two day Level 2 Club Racing Coach course. The course will be 

held at Combs hopefully in November. The successful course members will then be expected to carry on and 

take a Power Boat Course which we think will be held at Glossop Sailing Club. The candidates for the initial 

course should be experienced racing sailors preferably with experience of Open Meetings/Southport 24 hour 

etc. The Club would also expect the successful candidates to help out with training next season. There will be 

some costs associated with the courses but as we expect the RYA to subsidise some aspects of the training, 

costs should be reasonable. If you would like to put your name forward as a candidate please let me know. 

Bob Pyett 

Ideas for a 

caption to Andy 


