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¢ Double National
Champion, Byte &

Lightning

Brilliant double achieved by.ouiswho won the Byte National
Championship (8-8" August) clsely followed by the Lightning
National Championship (Z£22"* August). More about these

successes and others by club members inside.
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achievement of winning the Lightning 368 Nationals and the Byte Nationals this
year. I'm sure much more will be written in this Newsletter on this matter, but
from a personal point of view, | would like it recorded that when | saw Louis, as
a young lad, obviously growing out of a Topper, | let him take my Lightning out
and even sourced the dinghy he now sails. In thanks for this encouragement, he
has thrashed me on the water ever since.

| think that Rik Whitehouse must feel a similar sense of unfair irony when he
recalls that the Byte that Louis beat him into second place in this year's
Nationals, was the one that he had sold to Louis' dad, John.

In praise of the Young Pretender, don't lets forget Rik; he did after all come second in the Nationals. Rik won
the Byte Inlands for the fifth time this year, The World Masters in 2008 and is currently leading in the Byte
Travellers Trophy and is determined to win the Nationals sometime. Best of luck Rik.

I've had a little sailing adventure in late August. Pegasus a youth training craft is a two year old, scaled-up
replica of a Bristol Pilot Cutter, built of oak, teak and mahogany, gaff rigged with lots of sail area and built to
be fast and seaworthy. It sailed from Salcombe on July 5th to take part in The Tall Ship's Race and on the way
back down the east coast, at Hartlepool, took on a crew of young sailors including our up-and-coming racers
Will Lomas and Ed Caunt. They took it, over six days to Chatham, on The Thames, where a further crew were
required to take it back to its base. Of course no sooner had we stepped on board but the weather turned
foul with strong winds and high seas. We lost three of our crew when one lady fell down the ladder into the
saloon and we had to put in at Dover where an ambulance was waiting. She and her sister left and another
lady who had been on board since Hartlepool left to attend a funeral. Another crew member left at Poole.

Fortunately | rarely suffer from seasickness and didn't experience even the slightest discomfort. The night
watches were brilliant with almost a full moon and showers of meteorites and the whole experience was
wonderful. I've gone-off little plastic boats, its classic boat sailing for me from now on!

60th Anniversary celebrations will be fun events from 2.00pm for the juniors, including Norman and any
other young at heart members. This is subject of course to weather conditions. Then from 5.00pm, a good
slap-up buffet prepared by my wife Ann with possibly some light entertainment such as a quiz followed by
chat and drink to your hearts content. Unfortunately every one of our considerable musical talent will be on
holiday, unless there's someone out there who would like to volunteer. If you haven't given me your name,
please do so urgently - it's no good turning-up on the evening.

Good sailing

Harry Mayo

Editorial

When | started editing the newsletter, | wondered whether there would be enough material to publish it
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Around The Marks
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completion of our experimental personal handicap B Seriesl would have to admit that it has not worked out

as we anticipated. The idea was to give additional time to the majority of helms, against a selected number

of top helms who would be sailing off the RYA allocated yardsticks. Hopefully, this would change the results

at the upper end and middle of the fleets. It has not happened; the Sailing Committee will take a look at the
results and consider which way we take this experiment. Congratulations to Louis Saunders who won the
event on the last day, thereby sparing my embarrassment.

Whilst we did not get the handicapping right in the B Series we were a lot closer to the mark with the Quayle
Tail Ender It was a cracking race
with eighteen dinghies sailing off
personal handicaps. Wind
conditions were a little up and
down but perfectly sailable. The
toppers led the way for a
significant period before the faster
boats started to come through. It
was nip and tuck between Will
Lomas and Tony Lawton up to the
second to last mark, when Tony
took the lead. Will then sailed an
excellent downwind covering leg
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regained the lead had the finish
bell not sounded. Good showing
from the improving Kevin Belford
who finished third and Sandy
Broadbent in fourth place. As is customary with this trophy we all enjoyed a post race meal. Tony made a
speech after being presented with the Trophy at the local Italian restaurant.

Some close sailing in the Single and Double Handed Challengmce again saw Will Lomas score
impressively. Will is lying in second place as we go to press; it bodes well for the future of the Lightning 368
and Combs. Combs have been approached by the Lightning Association to hold an open meeting in 2011. If
Will and Edward Caunt continue to progress, it will make for some competitive sailing amongst the Combs
Lightning sailors.

The 2010 Lightning 368 and Supernova dinghy Inland National Championships were sailed over the weekend
of 21 & 22" August. Hosted by Northampton Sailing Club the event consisted of three races on the
Saturday followed by two on Sunday.

All conditions were experienced over the weekend. Strong and squally increasing to 35 knot gusts on
Saturday afternoon and back to idyllic force twos in bright sunshine on Sunday morning.

Louis Saunders sailed brilliantly from the first race starting signal to the last race hooter, he was a class
above all the other sailors in the Lightning fleet. He thoroughly deserved his National Championship. His
acceptance speech was generous and extremely well delivered. So much so the chairman of the Supernova
association gave him an open invitation to join the senior fleet - this did not go down to well with the
assembled Lightning sailors!

Thirty six boats made up the Supernova Fleet including current and previous National Championship helms.
Despite the very competitive nature of the racing the attitude of the helms was extremely sportsmanlike.

After the first race Paul Thompson was frustrated with his boat speed and spent the lunch break re jigging
the controls. After that his results really started to improve dramatically, recording 9th 5th & 7" place in the
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creditable 12™ overall which gave him second place in the Silver fleet. Sailing a borrowed boat with minimal
experience of this class of dinghy, it speaks volumes fort | dzil@gability.

If Paul can select a dinghy that suits him and compete on the open meeting circuit. It will only be a matter of
time before he wins a National Championship.

Special thanks must also go to the Combs travelling event manager Mr John Saunders. John was ever diligent
in getting the lads out of the bar in the evening, out of bed in the morning and generally keeping the team
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Bob Pyett

60" Anniversary Regatta and Celebration

Saturday 4" September from 2pm
Family and junior sailing events, food and quiz

Any more names as soon as possible to Harry or phone 01298 85344 please.

Sport For All

A small group of enthusiastic club members (John Bailey, Mike Craddock, Andy Brown and Russell Talbot)
hosted the the High Peak Sport For All group on 17th of August for a disable sailing taster session. Sport For
all is run by volunteers who organise sporting activities for adults with learning difficulties from across
the High Peak area. Staff from the High Peak Borough Council's sports Development Team assisted club
members in taking 11 of the 16 participants out on the water.

Everyone involved thoroughly enjoyed the evening, which at times was extremely challenging for both the
participants and helms. This was a first for both the sailing club and Sport For All and barring a few bumped
heads everyone left the water with a smile, if not a little wet and traumatised.

Andy Brown
(right) with two
members of the
Sport For All
group
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Paul Evans, the group organiser praised Combs for the friendly hospitality and said that 'Without a doubt,
sailing has been the most exciting and enjoyable activity of the year and it is amazing how well many of the
group@memd SNE KI @S R2yS¢ o

At the end of the evening everyone mucked in to drag the boats up the bank and tidy the galley. All in all a
great evening for the club proving that sailing is a sport for everyone.

Andy Brown

Byte National Championship 2010

The 2010 Byte National Championships were held at Mayflower Sailing Club, Plymouth between the 6th and
8th August. The fleet enjoyed eleven races in winds varying from force 2-5. All races were sailed on an
Olympic (triangle/sausage) course within Plymouth Sound.

The first day saw a steady force 5 and a short chop favouring the heavier sailors in the fleet. Eddie Pope
(Ogston) led the first race from early on, closely followed by Alan Roberts and defending champion Gordon
Kevan (Blackpool & Fleetwood).

Race 2 saw multiple Inland Champion Rick Whitehouse (Combs), leading throughout, followed by Gordon
and Eddie. Gordon stormed away in race three for a comfortable win, and was leading the event after day
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suffered a blow when he retired with gear failure. Louis Saunders (Combs) had also suffered with gear failure
with a frayed halyard.

Day two started with lighter, shiftier winds resulting in much closer racing. Sarah Kirk (Frampton) just held
on to win race four, as the remaining pack of boats closed up down the run. Louis made three places on the
last leeward mark to finish 2nd.

Rick and Sarah led race 5 after crossing the fleet on port shortly after the start. All was to play for on the last
run as some of the fleet went low under the cliffs whilst the leaders went high avoiding a supposed tidal
back eddy and going for more wind. The theory failed and favoured the starboard side, enabling Louis and
Eddie to pull through the fleet. Louis gained five places and went on to win with Sarah managing to hold the
fleet off for 2nd with Rick 3rd after an exciting short beat to the finish. The wind increased to the top of a
force 4 for races 6 & 7. Arch rivals Louis and Rick fought for the lead of race 6, with Rick coming out on top
after passing Louis on the last run.

Race 7 saw Gordon and Alan sail far right after the start to gain an impressive lead, only to be disrupted by
Louis and Rick towards the end of the race. Alan kept the lead to the finish, with Louis 2nd, and Rick 3rd. At
the end of day two Rick was leading the championship with 11 points.

Day three saw a light, shifty NW wind. A course was set just inside the breakwater with the hope that a sea
breeze was on its way. Race 8 saw Rick lead to the windward mark, closely followed by the rest of the fleet.
The fleet dispersed on the second beat with many boats opting to go right, Sarah and Louis gambled for the
left with Maggie Futcher (Weston) close behind. The left paid and Sarah took the race with Louis only a boat
length behind.

Race 9 saw Louis take the lead closely followed by Rick and Sarah. Rick lost ground on the second beat and
Sarah passed Louis in a battle down the final run to take 1st.

A sea breeze filled in for the final 2 races and the course area was appropriately moved. Eddie led race 10
just holding his lead down the run with Louis just managing to stay high above Sarah on the last beat for 2nd
place.

Rick chose the right side of the course in race 11 to gain an impressive lead followed by Matthew Parsons
(Teifi). Louis, in need of one more good result to secure the championship pulled through from 6th to 3rd
behind Rick and Sarah. Matthew sailed well and finished in 4th place.

Great thanks must go to the race officer Dave Curno who started races promptly and made some super
decisions to work around shipping and changes in the wind.
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After two discards, the overall winner was Louis Saunders, Combs Sailing Club, second place, two points
behind, was Rick Whitehouse also Combs Sailing Club.

Lightning 368 /

National Championship 2010

. _ _ . _ _ M L/GHTNING @ 368
With Thanks to the Lightning 368 Class Association www.lightning368.co.uk for this /
report

Northampton Sailing Club hosted the 2010
Lightning368 National Championship over the
weekend of 21st/22nd August - and what a weekend
it proved to be!

The Lightnings have been experiencing a real spark
this year with increased turnouts for Open events,
more helms taking part in the traveller series and, as
it turned out, experiencing one of the class' highest
ever number of entries for the class nationals when
25 boats signed on for the 5 race series. With new
faces taking part in their first ever Nationals to
former Lightning sailors returning to the class, 2010
has put these fantastic boats well and truly on the
After something of a late-night social on the Friday
night for early arrivals, a midday start to action came
as something of a relief to some, but there was to be no gentle beginning to proceedings as early calm in the
air grew just in time for race one, before whipping up to near gale-force for races two and three.

Race One was held under bright skies and a decent 12 or so knot wind. A clean start saw the boats head off
up the fairly lengthy beat to the windward mark. Simon Hopkins made it round first here, followed by John
Claridge and Lightning returnee Louis Saunders. However, as Simon headed to the wrong mark - taking John
with him - Louis went into the lead, with Paul White and Ben Harris close behind. The wind was showing
early intent by now, rising gradually as the fleet started to show signs of struggling around the gybe mark.
Both Paul and Ben managed to pass Louis downwind but the increasing wind claimed its first victim as Ben's
mast snapped as he hardened up around the penultimate mark, leaving Paul in control - as the helms now
began to think twice about the gybe! Paul held on to take the win, with John Claridge second, Louis Saunders
third and an impressive Rupert Whelan storming up to fourth.

With one mast already broken, there were
signs that the day was going to turn a whole lot
more demanding - white caps and waves
started to lend a tense air amidst the
competitors over lunch. With John Claridge
sportingly lending Ben his spare mast, and
others quickly checking for secure fixtures, race
~— two began under a much sturdier breeze than
= just half an hour or so earlier. Definitely a case
. of "fortune favours the brave'! Another clean
start, though, saw Simon Hopkins sail
fantastically up the beat to reach the windward
mark well ahead of Marcus Ingram (returning
to the class in a borrowed boat), Louis

Louis Saunders

 —

e e Saunders and Paul White.
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Marcus managed to claw back the gap to Simon and claimed water at the leeward buoy - only for a boom
breakage to put paid to his racing for the day. It was the lightweights of Saunders and White that came to the
fore on the run to pass Hopkins, who had held on for two laps since Ingram's demise, only for Paul to end up
taking a swim to allow Hopkins back through to grab second place at the end. White recovered to claim third.

So, one mast and one boom down - and race three started in what can only be described as ‘a howler' A very
big wind was now whipping across Northampton, but that didn't scare Graham Nelson and Bob Haynes as
they crossed the entire fleet, on port in gusts recorded at just on 35knots! Graham went on to build a
substantial lead as the considerable list of retiree's began to thin the field out - including a shredded
mainsheet for Matt Hopkins.

Looking composed, Nelson led well from Ben Harris, Simon
Hopkins and Louis Saunders. However, the 2010 'leaders
curse' struck again as Graham's kicker snapped on the final
gybe mark, a DNF scant reward for a fine sail in hugely
difficult conditions. It was Ben, Simon and Louis that took
on the baton and a great battle ensued right to the end -
with Louis capsizing on the final mark to allow Ben through
for a fine win.

With three different winners over the three races, this |
years National event was proving hugely competitive - and
tiring - as whistling rigging in the boat park reminded
everyone just how hard a day it had been.

Saturday night saw a well-earned social, Sundays 10am
start time not putting the Lightning contingent off at all!

Sunday heralded a vastly different day - sunshine, blue skies and sunglasses being the order of the day. As
Class Chairman Wayne Jenner said with an air of relief: "a day for mere mortals!".

Two races were scheduled to run back-to-back and, in 8-10 knots, yet another clean start had the class
underway and heading to the first mark in the hope of a drama free day, which wasn't the case for the
unfortunate Marcus Ingram. After managing to make repairs to his boom on Saturday, it wasn't long before
the repair gave way and putting him out early on whilst tangled in an early battle with Simon as 'the big boys'
made an early break! The lesser wind bought tactics more to the fore and Louis' lighter weight saw him slip
by to take his second win of the weekend from Simon and the fast catching duo of Rupert Whelan and Hugh
Spencer.

All smiles, then, as the sun shone down on the sailors as they built for the start of the final race of the 2010
Nationals. This round was also the race for the 'Stewartby Shield' and the fifth clean start of the two days had
the Lightnings holding close station all around the course. 1st to the windward mark was Ben Harris closely
followed by John Claridge and Caroline Key. Sailing
the 2nd reach leg to the Mark, the leaders had to
negotiate which side of a capsized supernova. Ben,
John, Simon Styles and Caroline were able to go
inside with Rupert Whelan opting to go around the
outside. Up the second beat Rupert and Caroline
managed to get the right wind shifts and pulled
~ away from the others. Lap 3 saw them catching
and overtaking the tail-enders of the supernova
fleet, this proved interesting on the down wind leg
as Caroline went to windward with Rupert being
covered by the supernovas. Caroline closed the
door so Rupert had no water on the mark and
pulled away down the final reach, Penny Yarwood
! following closely behind them both. Caroline
finished 1st to take the Stewartby Shield, with
. Rupert holding Penny off to take second.




So, as World War Two aircraft circled over the sailing club from Sywell Airshow, the Lightning368 Nationals
signed off with Louis Saunders from Combs SC taking the championship from Simon Hopkins (Up River Yacht
Club) and John Claridge (Royal Lymington Yacht Club).

With a mix of boats from the newest right down to 30 year old examples, such as hull number 21, all proving
supremely closely matched, the Lightning368s offered up great racing all the way across the various boats
age ranges - in fact the winning boat, the 20+ year old 'ultra-tan orange' 104, is proof positive of the
genuinely even match of the class and one of the reasons that more and more people have been turning to
these fantastic value for money, fun to sail boats.

Huge thanks has to go to Northampton Sailing Club for providing unparalleled hospitality - going above and
beyond the call of duty particularly on Friday nights unofficial social! Superb organisation, lightning fast
results and a fantastic bar and galley added immeasurably to the weekend's racing, thanks guys and we hope
to see you again next year!

SAIL HARD, SAIL FAIR

The Rules in Practice ¢ First Principles

This month we will continue a review of the basic sailing rules and look at rounding windward marks, sailing
a proper course and acquiring rights of way, and room to tack.
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When on opposite tacks, take the
mark away and apply the principles as
in open water (rules 10 and 18.1(b)).

When on the same tack, the boat next
to the mark must be given room to
pass the mark by the boat outside
(rule 18.2 (a)). Room means room to
manoeuvre ¢ the outside boat stays
close at its peril

When a boat is tacking to pass the
mark, she must keep clear of any
other boat (rule 13).
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A bigger picture this time because here are some rules that are interesting and that many get wrong.

When a boat acquires right of way it must initially give the other boat room to keep clear. Simple really but
remember the word initially ¢ that is a very short time not half a beat!

Whenever a right-of-way boat changes course, she must usually give the give-way boat 'room to keep clear'.
Sometimes a boat is not allowed to sail above her proper course, but when a boat establishes an overlap on
your windward side you may luff right up to head-to-wind provided that you give the windward boat room

to keep clear (rule 16). Essentially in this circumstance the leeward boat can sail any course it likes. However
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luffing up and tells the windward boat just that (to give them time to keep clear) the windward boat has to
keep clear by MOVING away immediately not when it suits them. If they do not move (or tack away) the
rule is broken and it is a 720 penalty.

So what happens if an overtaking boat on the same tack gains an overlap to leeward within 2 boats lengths
of a windward boat? In this case the leeward boat does not have full luffing rights but can sail up to (luff up
to) its proper course and the windward boat must keep clear.

So finally, what is a proper course? Essentially at Combs this will be the straightest line to the next mark
(rules 11 & 17).

On the waterg rule breaking at Combs. (The innocent will remain nameless!)

So what rule breaking do we have this month to look at? Well last weeks Wednesday start was interesting.
With an obvious port bias most boats congregated at the pin end on port with the exception of two
Lightnings. The first called starboard and the chaos began as 7 or 8 boats tried to keep clear (you could try
to slow down boys?). This boat quickly tacked away to a winning lead but the second was not quite so quick
and Harry tacked too slowly, losing his rights in the process whilst colliding with a few other boats and
breaking rules 14 (avoiding contact), 16.1 (changing course) and 13 (keeping clear whilst tacking). Shame
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If anyone is involved in rule breaking please let me know so the incident can be published here. Of course,
the innocent shall always remain nameless!

Nigel Carson

Combs Supernova Dinghy Open Meeting Saturdal} 18
September- Cancelled

Due to the current low water level it was decided to cancel the scheduled open meeting. The Supernova
Association were understanding of our predicament and grateful for the early notice.

Bolton Sailing Club has generously agreed to step in and hold a Supernova open on Saturday 18"
September.

Please see the Sunernova Dinahv Association website for Bolton SC information and notice of race etc.

Forthcoming Events

Have a look at the Calendar and Sailing Instructions on the club website for more information about these
events.

Date Time

Saturday 4™ Sept 14:00 60" Anniversary Celebration
Sunday 5™ Sept 12:00 Anniversary Trophy
Saturday 11" Sept ¢ | 12:00 Southport 24 Hour Race
Sunday 12" Sept

Sunday 19" Sept 12:00 Autumn Trophies
Junior Skippers

Saturday 25" Sept | 14:00 | Family Sailing

Sunday 26" Sept 12:00 | Copper Pot

Firefly Flush
Lifeboat Pennant
Saturday 2™ Oct 14:00 | Family Sailing
Sunday 3" Oct 12:00 | Ron Wearing Pursuit (2x1hr)

Shuttle Trophy (Junior Pursuit)

For Sale/Wanted & Lost/Found

This is a section for boats or sailing paraphernalia. Please send me details¢dzL) G2 Hn 62 NR&X

them (space permitting) in the next newsletter. email Andy Butler
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http://www.combssailingclub.co.uk/calendar/cal_list.php
http://www.combssailingclub.co.uk/pages/aboutus/inst.php

