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Combs Hosts Successful 

Inaugural Supernova Open 

Meeting 

 
We held our first ever Supernova Open on Saturday 24th September. Nine home boats were joined by eleven 

visitors from sailing clubs across the UK. With Keith Rix from Chipstead Sailing Club in Kent the longest traveller.  

As visitors arrived and rigged the wind strength was a steady nine knots from a Southerly direction. However, 

(this being dinghy racing) as the first race approached the wind swung round to a South-westerly. This 

presented challenges for both the helms and race officers. Winds from this direction have to travel over Ladder 

Hill. Consequently we had winds of varying strength and direction landing on the water. This would be an 

advantage to home sailors used to such conditions but some of the visitors found the conditions "interesting". 
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One commented that his burgee constantly indicated a completely different direction from his hawk wind 

indicator sited above the deck.  

The first race saw Mike Gibson Bartley SC first to the windward mark. Paul Thompson Combs SC in second place 

tried valiantly to catch Mike but ran out of laps, as Mike took the first race comfortably. Paul Undrell and Paul 

Earnshaw both of Haversham SC tussled for third place with Paul Earnshaw just getting the edge. David Machin 

also from Haversham SC was fifth.  

Race number two followed a similar format. Mike Gibson took the lead shortly after the windward mark and 

went onto win from Paul Earnshaw in second place, Paul Thompson in third, Paul Undrell in fourth and Bob 

Pyett of Combs SC fifth.  
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In race number three Mike Gibson had built up a five minute advantage over the second place boat, so it was 

no surprise when Mike went onto win the third race. Paul Thomson and Paul Undrell took the second and third 

placings with David Machin in fourth and Bob Pyett fifth.  

We thoroughly enjoyed hosting the Open and thank our visitors for an excellent dayΩs competition. We look 

forward to hosting an Open in 2012, when hopefully visitors will not be subjected to South-westerlies and the 

resulting "Combs Effect" wind conditions. 

There are loads more photos of the event here, and you can also read this report on the Yachts and Yachting 

website 

Overall Results:  

1. Mike Gibson, 2pts 

2. Paul Thompson, 4pts 

3. Paul Earnshaw, 5pts 

Bob Pyett 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ Cockpit 

Well done to Will Lomas who crewed for Harry Hill from Toddbrook Sailing 

Club  in the Enterprise U21 Championships.  They were the first U18 crew, 

finishing 9th overall, an excellent result for a young team. 

The end of the sailing season is nearly upon us but there is still plenty to do.  

There is a trophy event on Sunday and there is a pursuit race on the 16th 

October.  As I have said before pursuit races are a good way for less 

experienced sailors to have a go at racing, and this one is even better as it will 

be followed by some nibbles and refreshments.  I hope to see you there.  

As well as that there are a number of other end-of-season events.  For the hardy, the frostbite series begins ς 

although if we get more unseasonal sunshine it might become a sunburn series.  There are work parties on 23rd 

and 30th October at 10am to close up the club for the winter and to enable you to claim your membership 

discounts for next year.  

The annual dinner is coming up and so is the Annual General Meeting on 5 December, details are in this 

newsletter.  The AGM is your chance to tell the committee how to run the club so please come in case we run 

out of ideas. 

We are hoping to run some other events over the winter, and one suggestion is that we should hone your 

competitive edge and overtaking skills by going go-karting in Buxton.  We can go on a weekday evening as they 

ƘŀǾŜ ŦƭƻƻŘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ϻол ǇŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ  {How about 

some team racing between representatives of the classes raced at Combs? Andy.}   

Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƘƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ WƻƘƴ /ƭŀǊƪŜΣ [Ŝǿƛǎ 

Coppinger, Stuart and Alex Reid, Christine Marshall and Rachel Hodges. 

Russell Talbot 

Editorial 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ōǳƳǇŜǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ of race reports plus news on proposed updates to the 

constitution.  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƛǘŜƳǎκōƻŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ƻǊ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

newsletter.   Andy Butler 

https://picasaweb.google.com/105821813548955279735/SupernovaOpen24911?authkey=Gv1sRgCIuw98-fkuf9SQ
http://www.yachtsandyachting.com/news/?article=159719
http://www.yachtsandyachting.com/news/?article=159719


4 

 

 

Rules Are Made To Be Broken? 

I think most of you are aware of the requirement that new members need to be proposed by 4 full members.  

That requirement is most often met by someone button-holing members who sign the form for someone they 

have just met.  In that way it serves no useful purpose and may actually put off prospective members. 

¢Ƙŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ς and although it has been amended over the years that 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ мфрл ǎƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 

You should all be aware that the sailing club has a constitution ς it should have been brought to your attention 

when you joined and some of you may even have read it. 

The Club Constitution covers how we should run the club and the role and duties of committees and 

committee members.  It can only be altered by the members at a DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ōȅŜlaws cover 

how members should behave and are set by the GP Committee.  Sailing instructions issued by the Sailing 

Committee govern the conduct of races. 

Over the last couple of months the GP committee has been looking at the constitution because we are aware 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ōƛǘǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŀǘŜΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ w¸! ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻŘŜƭ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛth our existing constitution. 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ 

Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs).  The government allows CASCs to pay less tax but in return they 

Combs Sailing Club 
Notice of AGM  

Railway Inn, Whaley Bridge 
7:30pm, Monday 5th December 2011  

 
Please take notice of the AGM of Combs Sailing Club 

 
Members are invited to provide items for the Agenda and Nominations for Officers to the Secretary 

Judy Gibbons by email to judymgibbons@gmail.com or in writing to 58 Clumber Road, Poynton, 
Cheshire, SK12 1NW 21 days before the meeting, i.e. by Monday 14th November 2011  

 
Current Officers and Members of General Purposes Committee: 
Commodore: R Talbot 
Vice Commodore: M Craddock 
Rear Commodore: H Mayo 
Treasurer: A J Berry 
Secretary: J M Gibbons 
Members: A Brown; A Butler; D Haigh; C Fletcher 
 
Sailing Committee members to be elected at AGM and Officers of that Committee elected by 
Committee following AGM 
Current Members : 
Chairman: R Pyett 
Secretary: S Woolley 
Recorder: G Williams 
Members: M Ellis; L Saunders; R Silson; M Caunt 
 
Nominations should have a proposer and seconder. 
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must be open to all.  There are a number of sections of our constitution (the example above is one) that would 

not be acceptable if we were to register as a CASC now, so we will be bringing forward some proposals at the 

AGM to amend those sections. 

One of the difficulties of trying to eliminate the potential for discrimination from our constitution is the 

distinction between full and sailing members.  At present the GP committee has to vote on who should become 

a full member.  However the current system protects the club in the (unlikely) situation that a group of people 

would join the club with the aim of voting to close it down for some reason of their own.  We are therefore 

suggesting that all members will have full voting rights after two years membership and this will also do away 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŦǳƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊέΦ 

Another consequence is that we would no longer be able to refuse membership applications so we have 

suggested some strengthening of the sections relating to membersΩ discipline in line with the RYA model. 

We are also proposing some minor revisions to cover items like how many is a quorum, the start and end of the 

financial year and subscription year as well as other details. 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ  L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

rules are broken ς and they need to be fixed. 

Russell Talbot 

Around The Marks  

Combs held our first ever Supernova Open meeting on Saturday 24th September. The feedback from visitors 

and club members has been very positive. The success of these events is always down to the tremendous 

efforts and work put in by club members. Thanks to all who prepared the club and came down on the day to 

help out, it is very much appreciated. And a special thanks to our excellent catering team of Karen & Jenny 

Staley and Sue Pyett. One visitor commented that we have a beautiful location, the best meal he has 

experienced all season but the most frustrating winds he as ever raced in. 

Combs welcomed eleven visitors on the day; one had even travelled from Sevenoaks in Kent. We managed to 

get all our nine Supernovas onto the water. Given the South Westerly wind direction twenty boats was about 

ideal. The race officers Rick Whitehouse & Garner Harrison used all their experience of open meetings to set 

good start lines and make the most of the reservoir in tricky conditions. The event was won convincingly by the 

current traveller champion Mike Gibson of Bartley SC. A good helm, he makes it all look so easy. For me the 

standout performance was our own Paul Thompson. Sailing a borrowed boat he produced two seconds and a 

third to pick up a well deserved second overall. This has not gone un-noticed at Supernova HQ and a nice 

comment has been added to the Home Page of the Supernova Association website. I sneaked in at sixth overall, 

ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ƎŀƛƴŜŘΦ ! ŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

Richard Silson and Pete Quayle just gave Richard the edge finishing 8th to PeterΩs 9th. When is Peter going to 

jump ship from the Lasers?  

Club helms have commented how different it is coming into a mark surrounded by numerous boats all 

travelling at the same speed. This for me is what class racing is all about. Five of the Combs sailors tended to 

produce a race within a race as after three races the overall standings were: Russell Talbot 12th Kevin Belford 

13th Damian Haigh 14th Mike Craddock 15th and John Bailey 16th. Spare a thought for Dave Staley, who having 

undergone recent operation had to stand on the shore and witness an excellent days racing; compounded by 

the fact that his boat was the fastest Combs boat by a country mile. 

Whilst we welcomed the Supernovas to Combs, Louis Saunders the current Lightning 368 National Champion 

was competing for the Lightning Inland Championships at Manor Park Sailing Club in Staffordshire. As ever, 

Louis was in the mix, recording an excellent three second places and just being piped by Robbie Claridge. 
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Members may recall that Louis won the national Championship earlier this year from RobbieΩǎ 5ŀŘ WƻƘƴΦ Lǘ 

seems that the Lightning fleet may have embarked on a breeding programme in an effort to wrestle titles away 

from Louis. He was soon back to winning ways at Combs. Louis won the Copper Pot Trophy on September 25th 

after a close battle with Rick Whitehouse. Some excellent sailing from Alex Boden resulted in three third places. 

The Ron Wearing pursuit sailed on October 2nd was another South Westerly light wind affair, limiting the sailing 

to one half of the water. Louis won the first race from Mike Craddock despite a pretty onerous handicap. The 

tables were turned in the second race when Mike was able to sail through the fleet and gain a sizeable lead to 

take the trophy. 

IASF Racing Rules are always a healthy topic of conversation and anything that helps us gain a better 

understanding can only be good for racing and the club. We are in the process of setting up a Racing Rules 

workshop for the close season. We are hoping to get an RYA rules expert along one evening. He-She will be 

able to talk through the rules and also answer questions and queries we may have. 

Bob Pyett 

Lightning 368 National Championships Report ς ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΩǎ 

tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ όǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘύ 

Introduction 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ [ƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ осу bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŀƛn held at Northampton Sailing club which gathered a 

ŦƭŜŜǘ мт ōƻŀǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ нрΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ƭŀǎǘǎ ȅŜŀǊΩs survival 

conditions, we were meet with a steady force 2-3 for day 1 of the event. The Lightnings were also sharing the 

weekend with the Supernova fleet who were attending their Inland Championships. 

Race 1 

Once all the boats had launched through the mud at the end of the many slipways, they were greeted with a 

slightly port biased line for the start. As the Supernovas started five minutes before the Lightnings, it gave a 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƛǇǎΦ hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊƴƻǾŀΩǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ 

fleet started to line up, and as the hooter sounded it was Louis Saunders, John Claridge and Simon Hopkins who 


