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REALLY IMPORTANT: STAY IN TOUCH
On May 25th this year new regulations come into force which mean that we can only
send out newsletters and other information to members who have given informed
consent. That means that if you don’t fill in and return the form you were sent earlier
in the year this might be the last newsletter you receive. (OK – there’s no need for
sarcasm here).
The form is attached as the last page of this newsletter and you can return it to gdpr at
combssailingclub.co.uk – or you can fill in a paper copy in the clubhouse and leave it
there.

COMMODORES NOTES:
Welcome to our May 2018 newsletter.
On behalf of all members I would like to extend a warm
welcome to the following new members to our club:
Jenny Ratcliffe,
Bob Bohme
Mark, George and Nellie Jacobs
Caroline Hardwick
We believe that we have an open and friendly club so as a new member please ask for
any assistance or help that you need to any sailor who’s close to hand. And of course
all of you seasoned members please say hello to anyone who looks new any offer
help, support and encouragement.
Last Sunday sailors were sitting on the bench in the sunshine, drinking their tea and
looking across the water to Combs Moss and saying: “Aren’t we lucky”.
That morning started with our first Commodore’s Reception which was a splendid
occasion. With the clubhouse full of both new and established members enjoying
conversation and a variety of breakfast sandwiches; my thoughts are that we should
do this more often.
Many thanks to Jenny and Mark Hesketh for their catering and having the idea in the
first place.

Twenty one boats participated in the racing that followed in the afternoon in glorious
sunshine and mostly a good breeze; it did make for an exciting start line.
An incident at the start of the second race led to a protest and a protest hearing was
conducted at the end of the race; my first one as a protest officer.
It was conducted with many of the sailors listening in and with great honesty from the
participants which made my task very straight forward. I will highlight the conclusion
for all members as there will always be a potential for a Racing Rules incident at the
start; particularly when there are so many boats competing.
Rule 10; Boats on starboard tack are the stand on boat and others which are on Port
need to give way.
There were a significant number
of the fleet wanting to start on
port with a single boat on
starboard which had right of
way. Unfortunately the majority
of port boats failed to give way
which resulted in a collision.
So a reminder to boats on a port
tack, particularly at a crowded
start line and mark is to be aware
that port needs to give way to
starboard and to pay attention to
other boats; even in the
excitement and flurry of the start.
Further the incident was compounded by a failure of boats to comply with Rule 11:
“When boats are on the same tack and overlapped a windward boat shall keep clear of
a leeward boat”
In this incident the first boat did keep clear by bearing away and passing behind the
starboard boat. The next few boats failed to do this and so a collision resulted. Two
options were available for the port boats to avoid the collision:
All boats could have passed behind the starboard boat if action had have been taken at
an early time and that the sequence of boats doing this realised that each needed to
give room for other boats to do the same manoeuvre.
Rule 11 should have been applied which would have required the leeward boat to
have hailed windward boats; the usual shout being “windward boat”. This hailed
would need to be passed along the line immediately so that each boat had the room to
manoeuvre promptly - even if this meant missing the start line or mark.

The moral of the story is to make sure that you know the rules and to be constantly
aware in crowded situations even if you have to take actions that are detrimental to
your own position or intended course.
Now this applied to me on two occasions during the racing:
Initially, I failed to give sufficient room to another boat overlapped when hailed as the
windward boat; turns resulting from my failure to act sufficiently.
Secondly, when my decision, when on port, to tack to give way to a starboard boat
was left too late with a result being the starboard boat needed to change course to
avoid a collision. (Rule 14) Again turns were required.
I should know better!
However discussing with Norman Whiteley between races he recommended that Rule
99 should apply to the commodore… basically the commodore is always the stand-on
boat and all others should keep out of the way.
And finally a big thankyou to Linda Theaker for the wonderful cakes she shares with
us all and stepping into the role of AOD on so many occasions when the need has
arisen.
Keith

PUSH THE BOAT OUT
Our open day is this coming Saturday May 19th starting at 1
pm.
Please help in any way that you can by:
•
•
•

Bringing along someone you know to try out our
sport
Come and sail yourself as visitors would love to see
lots of boats on the water
Chatting to visitors

REALLOCATION OF TROPHIES
The sailing committee has reallocated some of the non-used trophies to series that
currently have none; they are:
Trophy name

New events

Holden Challenge
Coronation Cup

3 sprint series overall winner
Handicap fleet - summer points series

GP14
Alf Jenkins

Wednesday Evening Handicap series (double handed)
Wednesday Evening Handicap series (single handed)

CLUB BOAT MAINTENANCE
On 23 March a number of members
got together at the sailing club to do
some maintenance on our club boats.
We rigged and checked all our
Toppers (10) and all our Optimists
(4) to prepare for this year’s training.
A big thank you to all who helped.
Russell Talbot

CSC CLOTHING ORDERS
If you would like to order some club clothing - hoodies, fleeces, polo shirts, t-shirts,
sweat shirts or rugby shirts - then there are a couple of ways to do this:
The folder on the Clubhouse notice board should have forms that you can fill out and
return to me (in person, or leave in the folder). Or you can email a copy of the form to
me - if you don’t have an electronic version (this was included in January’s
newsletter) then email me and I can send you one as a docx, pages or pdf.
Note that there are two versions of most items, with two different prices - one with a
rear print and one without - so make sure you fill in the correct page, and don’t forget
to specify the colour and size you want (see signs on the Clubhouse notice board).
There are also some samples in the club if you would like to see the clothing first
To pay, you can give me a cheque made out to Combs Sailing Club or pay by
electronic transfer to sort code 60-83-01, account no. 20372970 (let me know when
you have done this and how much for).
When I have reached the minimum order size of 4 items then I’ll place an order with
the clothing suppliers, which will take 1-2 weeks.
Jenny Hesketh

AROUND THE MARKS
The 2018 racing season at Combs has started strongly with 10 boats contesting the
Handicap (H) series. Kevin Belford was the winner after 8 races with Eric Haselden
and Rick Whitehouse only 2 and 3 points behind. It could have been different if Rick
and Eric had done more of the races.

The Spring Pursuit race on 8 April saw 11 members competing with Tom Burscough,
Harry Mayo and Victoria Theaker coming first second and third in both races so Tom
takes the trophy.
The Bobrykowski Trophy is a Wednesday evening pursuit race and was held on 11
April with Eric Haselden taking the honours followed by the Commodore in second
place.
Chris Woolley won the
Dennis Troop Trophy on
the 22nd April with two
firsts, a second, and a
discarded third. Well done
Chris.
Various other series are all
well under way with 21
boats competing in the
A series last Sunday.

If you haven’t raced you may want to come on a Sunday afternoon to see what goes
on. Pursuit races are a fun way to start, they avoid crowded start lines, beginners get
to be near the front of the fleet for some of the time, and because they use personal
handicaps everyone has a chance.

WEDNESDAY RACING
Our Wednesday evening racing starts at 7 pm during spring and summer and is
usually a light wind and makes for an enjoyable sail. However this year, up until last
Wednesday, the wind has been blowing quite hard.
One particular Wednesday we had some completely mad weather, where it was
blowing a shifty wind and then raining and eventually hailing really strong golf ball
sized ice. My sail was all wet, my hawk was jammed against the boat and I had to just
use the tilt of the boat to tell which way the wind was going to come from next. There
was no point giving up, or not sailing the next race as getting the boat put away in that
weather would have been worse than sailing in it, and it was actually quite fun.
Anyway, last Wednesday, the weather was more normal for a Wednesday evening
with some light winds and a relaxing evening.
Amanda Wild

SAIL TRAINING 2018
The 2018 sail training programme is off to a great start. We’ve been treated to
fantastic weather for the initial 4 sessions, giving ideal conditions for our 14 trainees.

With a mixture of new-to sailing, improvers, adults and juniors, the trainers have been
kept busy and have made great strides (or reaches?). Progress has been good with all
trainees going from land based work (theory of sailing to boat rigging) round-the
mark courses with tacking and culminating last Saturday with a great display of
capsize recovery, demonstrated with panache by Andy Butler and repeated with ease
by many of the daring trainees.
Nor must we forget the splendid swimming showcase from John Galloway, definitely
a candidate for the dry-suited 100m medley at the next Olympics.
A short break for Push the Boat Out, then we resume on the 26th May.

CAR PARK
If you have been to the club this year you will have noted that we have resurfaced the
car park and by doing so created more parking spaces. 60 tonnes of gravel were used
in the process!

THE NEW DATA PROTECTION LEGISLATION
This comes into effect on May 25th this year and is commonly referred to as GDPR;
General Data Protection Regulation.
We have adopted the model policy as recommended by the RYA with the help and
scrutiny of the GP committee’ but I would also like to thanks Tom Gibbons for his
advice and guidance through this difficult process.
All members have been sent a copy of the policy with a form to complete and return
to the club. If you haven’t done so already please do so now as technically we will not
be able to use any data that we hold on you after this date. This means that we won’t
be able to email or write to you or enter your results in any races which you
participate in.
There are forms on the club notice board.
Keith Muncey

MAY CAPTION COMPETITION
What is going on in this picture? Answers to newsletter@combssailingclub.co.uk

SAILING ON SATURDAYS
We always have a safety boat out for our training days and for the family sailing that
starts later in the summer. Please take advantage of this opportunity to come to the
club and sail in a non-competitive environment with folk around to make sure that
you’re safe and to offer advice if required.
It would especially good to see more experienced sailors on the water on sail training
days that can provide real inspiration to our members on the various sail training
courses; so they can see where they’re heading. And of course it provides an
opportunity to socialise with our new members who will encourage them to get more
involved and feel welcome.
The dates for sail training and Family sailing are on the calendar. The calendar is
available on the club website – and is also available as a Google calendar.

PUBLICITY
Lynn Burscough is now our publicity officer. You might have seen a photo in the
local press after our work party days and she has worked really hard to publicize the
PTBO event this Sunday with both the Buxton Advertiser and Marple and High Peak
Review publishing stories. The Poynton Post which publishes quarterly has promised
that they will do a news story after ‘Push the boat out’. You may also have seen RYA

posters for ‘Push the boat out’ which were of excellent quality and distributed to
various committee members to display.
One local primary school was interested in a talk and although we were able to offer
this, it didn’t get taken up in the end. We may be able to offer this to some local
schools next year.
As the season progresses, Lynn will continue to send small articles and photos of our
activities and events as they happen and promoting the opportunities for
new/interested members.
If you have any ideas, or want to help, please get in touch with Lynn directly.

DONATION FROM WAITROSE
Thanks to Sarah McCahill who suggested to Waitrose that we be included in their
green charity token scheme; we recently received a £200 donation from them

FIRST AID TRAINING
Four members attended first aid training provided by Paul Brereton in April. We now
have 11 members who hold current certificates who are available to help should the
need ever occur. You will find their names on the club notice board.

MEMBERSHIP
We currently have 108 paying members, of which 78 are adults and 30 juniors. In
addition we have 14 honorary and outport members. We would expect to attract
several more throughout the season; from the PTBO day and our current training
group.

ANNUAL PRIZE GIVING AND DINNER AND DANCE
We have set the date to Saturday November 24th at the Poynton Legion Club.
We are going to change the format for this year following suggestions made by the
membership in our survey earlier in the year. There will be a Ceilidh rather than a
disco and a less formal layout for eating. The total cost will not exceed £20.
So please put the event in your diary now

OVER THE HILL CLUB
Many of you will be familiar with the Combs Over the Hill Club. The title in no way
implies that any member or organiser is in any way over the hill, mountain, moor,
mole hill etc. The Over the Hill Club consists of sailing club members who have
managed to organise their lives in such a way that they no longer need to remain at
the beck and call of an ungrateful employer and are thus able to donate their labour
for free to a grateful sailing club.
Several members got together on Tuesday afternoon to tidy up the boat park for this
weekend’s Push The Boat Out event. If you didn’t receive the email inviting people
for Tuesday’s meeting and you’d like to join in, please let me know.
Russell Talbot

BOAT PARK AND DEMO BOATS
Many of you will have seen that the boat park is pretty full at the moment, a great
problem to have. Contributing to this are three demo boats that we have at the
moment – a Hartley 12 single hander, a Hartley 12.2 double hander and a Topaz. I
spent an afternoon sailing the H12 and found it very well balanced and forgiving; I
even managed to sail a couple of lengths of the reservoir rudderless. The more use we
get out of these boats, the better. They’re available for anyone to use, so please have a
go whilst they’re still at the club. If you have a go in them lease give your feedback to
any committee member.
I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank Mark Hesketh for his kind donation of
his old RS Q’ba to the club. This has had good use for training in recent weeks.

Finally, a brief reminder to let me know of any change of boat, or, any need for
additional boat parking space.
Andy Butler

INTRODUCING……….MIKE CRADDOCK
Many of you will know Mike from his antics in a Phantom dinghy, his long service as
a Combs committee member and his role as club Treasurer.
You may not know that he is a Yacht Master Offshore and has sailed over 75,000
Miles. He crossed the Atlantic in 2000 – and the Pacific in 2003.
He started sailing at Glossop in an OK
dinghy and came 2nd in the Handicap Fleet
in his first year then 3rd in the Champion of
Champions Race of all Fleets.
He started big boat sailing in a gaff yawl
out of Ardfern, Loch Craignish, Scotland,
with a skipper called Peter Fildes who used
to work at Ferranti’s in Wythenshaw and
who he’d met on car rallies around
Cheshire.
He sailed with him for 3 or 4 years then did a Yacht Master course. After that he used
to charter boats around the West Coast of Scotland until he bought his own boat, a
Seamew with a lifting keel, ideal for getting up rivers. He kept it in Wales and used to
stay on it at weekends and family holidays until his lads started playing rugby.
He was then asked if he’d like to crew on a race to Ireland. Well that was it. He spent
the next 20yrs racing across to Ireland every fortnight in the Irish Sea Offshore
Racing Association.
He’s been a member of the RYA since 1983 and is also a level 2 race coach.
RACING RULES ADVISORS
10 Combs members attended RYA training on 10th MARCH to learn about being
Racing Rules Advisors.
The Racing rules of sailing can appear daunting to the less experienced competitors
and even off-putting when they hear altercations on the water being aired with clear
ill-feeling. The formal protest procedure, with forms to complete, a protest committee
to assemble, etc., can deter some sailors from protesting, so the RYA, as a reaction to
this is recommending that clubs should have Rules Advisors who can be consulted to
give a less formal opinion on how the outcome of a full protest hearing is likely to
result. This should help all the sailors involved to understand the rules better,

The RYA has proposed 3 tiers of rule dispute resolution:
First, the full Protest Hearing - as designated in the racing rules of sailing, including
forms and a protest committee hearing and possible penalties such as race
disqualification.
Second, an Arbitration Hearing - can also only follow a “protest” hail on the water,
but doesn’t involve a full protest hearing. One person discusses the incident with a
view to both parties agreeing on the outcome. Importantly, the arbitration result does
not affect the race finishing positions.
Third and Advisory Hearing - Informal discussion of the incident with a Rules
Advisor (no “protest” need to have been hailed). No paperwork. No penalty
obligation.
The advisory hearings were the subject of our training on the 10th March.
We spent some time role playing in a number of example situations. Teams of three
took it in turns with one person the Advisor, and the other two putting their case from
two boats following a rule infringement incident where there is a dispute. The Advisor
then had to sum up his findings. Each example situation was exactly what you find all
the time while racing, and it was interesting how much discussion each scenario
generated.
Essentially, we must always ESTABLISH THE FACTS relevant to a rules dispute.
The exact positioning of boats leading up to, during, and after an incident is crucial,
and if the disputing parties can agree the facts, the Advisor’s role is easier.
Peter Gardner
The following members attended the course and can all be approached if you would
like an advisory hearing.
Keith Muncey
Andy Butler
Harry Mayo
Paul Brereton
Chris Woolley

Russell Talbot
Eric Haselden
Norman Whiteley
Dave Staley
Peter Gardner

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT JOINING THE RYA?
You may have noted that there are pamphlets to advertise individual membership of
the RYS in the club. If you do join please refer to our joining point number in your
application as the RYA gives the club a payment for every member.
£10 for new Family members
£7.50 for new Personal members
£5.00 for new Under 25 members
£2.50 for new Youth members (12-17)
Quote the Joining Point Number 008110290 when applying for RYA membership.

COMBS SAILING CLUB MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM taking into account the new GDPR legislation May 2018
Data Protection
The information you provide in this form will be used solely for dealing with you as a member of The Combs Sailing
Club.
The club has a Data Privacy Policy which is attached to the email sent to you and can also be found at
http://www.combssailingclub.co.uk
Your data will be stored and used in accordance with this Policy.
Consent for data sharing
The Club may wish to publish a membership handbook, yearbook or directory. This would include member’s, or in
the case of a family membership, the lead family member’s name, email addresses, landline and mobile numbers,
addresses, boat name, boat location in the dinghy park and will be available to all members, in either electronic or
paper versions.
If you consent to your data being shared in this way, please tick here.

Club use of photographs and video images of members
The Club may arrange for photographs or videos to be taken of Club activities and published on our website or social
media channels to promote the Club.
If you consent to your image being used by the Club in this way, please tick here.
Name

Signature

Date

If you hold a family membership, your family members, aged 18 and over should indicate their consent to the use of
their image separately below.
Name

Signature (parent/guardian if under 18)

Consent

Family member
Family member
Family member
Family member
Family member

Withdrawal of consent
Please be aware that if you later decide to withdraw consent to your contact details being published it will not be
possible to remove your contact a detail from printed material until such time as the next edition of the handbook is
printed, which will be on a yearly basis. The digital records will be amended at the earliest opportunity.
If you later wish to withdraw consent, please contact:

gdpr at combssailingclub.co.uk

