
1 

 

 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ /ƻckpit 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

last month.  We have been following up the Open Day with some 

Sailing Experience days for people to come up and have a go 

themselves.  These have coincided with family sailing and training and 

there have been lots of people out on the water taking advantage of 

the fine weather and enjoying themselves. 

Last Saturday we were joined on the water by an old member, Sue 

Wolfendale (Pollard) who visited with her family (Clive and Richard).  

She has told me how nice it was to meet old friends and asked me to 

pass on her thanks and best wishes to all at the club. 

The sailing committee have also been considering whether we can 

arrange some more sailing sessions with a ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ōƻŀǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ .ƻōΩǎ 

note below. 

I was very pleased when one of our members told me he was cutting grass as a direct response to my request 

in the last newsletter.  On the same theme the grass either side of the lane and around the car park needs 

ǎǘǊƛƳƳƛƴƎΣ ƛŦ ŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ōȅ 

doing some grass cutting please could they contact me. 

Can I take this opportunity to remind members that cars should not be parked in the boat park and that 

launching trolleys should not be left in the water.  During races either of these might lead to disqualification. 

Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Dƭȅƴ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΣ {ǘŜǾŜ {ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ DŀǊƴŜǊ IŀǊǊƛǎƻn, Barnaby and 

Amy Gordon, Neil Reid and family, and Peter Johnson. 

Russell Talbot 

Editorial 

IΩm just back from the Three Peaks Yacht Race which was 

once again a brilliant event.  IΩll try to put together a report 

for the next newsletter.  This month we have a report from 

Peter Edgerton on another sailing/running event ς the 

Scottish Islands Peaks Race.   We also have a great bundle of 

other reports for you to enjoy this month, so read on.  

Particular thanks to Louis and Peter. 

 Andy Butler 
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Around The Marks  

Re-Rounding the Marks 

Over the last couple of weeks we have had several instances where marks have been rounded not as shown on 

the course board. It happens all the time. It happens to me even when I have written the course on the back of 

my hand. As ever the IASF racing rules address this issue. Rule 28.1 requires that you must unwind your error 

before you re round the mark in the correct direction. Just going back and re rounding as per the course board 

does not comply with the rules. And as you are in the process of taking a penalty, you must give way to other 

boats that are sailing the correct course. 

Figure One 

 

Members   may be interested in an excellent u tube video presented by the American Sailing Federation. It is a 

brief introduction to the rules and whilst it does not address the mark rounding issue above it is a good 

representation of the rules: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjnpS4XKdhM 

Well done to Eddie Caunt and Will Lomas, they competed in the Southport National 12 Hour race held on 

Saturday 25th June. The two boat entry was sailed under the burgee of the High Peak Clubs. Each boat is 

required to keep racing for a period of twelve hours swapping crews during the day at the discretion of the 

team captains. The boat completing the most laps being the winner. The two High Peak boats finished in very 

creditable 18th & 19th positions with 48 & 49 completed laps respectively. This was particularly encouraging as 

they entered only under 18 sailors. 

Members will be aware that on the August 6th & 7th Combs will be holding a joint Lightning 368 and Byte Open 

Meeting. This two day format is a new experience for Combs SC and we want to host a well managed but 

friendly and enjoyable regatta. Particularly as Combs members Louis Saunders and Rick Whitehouse are 

current and past national champions in the featured dinghies. The Sailing Committee thought long and hard 

about giving over a complete weekend to Open Meetings and its effect on club sailors, but it was felt that as 

we have the National Champions in each class we needed to put something back into the two dinghy classes.                                                                                                                                         

This season as we have five open meetings we were hoping to revert to the system we used to adopt for Open 

Meetings. PrŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŦƭŜŜǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ Dt hǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DtΩǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎƛǇǊƻŎŀǘŜ 

by running the Graduate Open. For various reasons this has not happened this year. We do however require as 

many volunteers as possible to come along and help over the weekend. All the Race Officers and event 

Managers are in place so you will not be asked to do anything you are not comfortable with. Also, a plea to 

Lightning 368 and Byte sailors - if you are not able to sail in the event can you please consider lending your 

dinghy to other club members who may wish to sail in the Regatta. 

Bob Pyett 
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Byte CII Inland Championships 2011 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ȅǘŜ /LL LƴƭŀƴŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿŀǎ held at Cardiff Bay, hosted by Cardiff Yacht Club.  

Race 1 

Day one started with a force 2 ς 3 gusting over the barrage from the South West. Twelve Bytes joined a large 

menagerie fleet on a very starboard bias start line for the first race of the regatta. The menagerie fleet were 

starting first with the Bytes five minutes afterwards. The line was extremely packed but quickly dispersed 

choosing either the left or the right side of the beat. Louis Saunders was impeded on the start line by Rachel 

Marden who failed to avoid Saunders on the line causing him to be almost stationary at the start. First to the 

windward mark was Eddie Pope, followed by Rick Whitehouse, Chris Rees and Louis Saunders. After every 

rounding of the leeward mark, it was mandatory for the sailors to sail through the start line to continue racing, 

however Saunders currently lying in 2nd place failed to do this on lap one which forced him to sail back through 

the line joining the fleet in 9th place. Whitehouse who kindly informed Saunders of his error monopolised on 

the situation climbing two places to finish in 2nd position closely behind the leader Pope. Saunders however 

only managed to finish in 7th place. 

Race 2 

After a very disappointing first race, Saunders hoping to improve on his 7th place was first to the windward 

ƳŀǊƪ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ tƻǇŜΣ ²ƘƛǘŜƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ wŜŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƭŀǇ н ŀŦǘŜǊ {ŀǳƴŘŜǊǎ 

had rounded the windward mark. He mistakenly let go of his main sheet whilst adjusting his track, which 

caused the sail to race outward, unbalancing the boat which finally forced a capsized to windward. Once 

Saunders had finally recovered, he was fighting for 4th place with Stuart Moore. Meanwhile Whitehouse had 

School Holidays 

With the holidays in mind, if sufficient members are interested it may be possible to provide 

Patrol Boat cover during the working week. Initially we are thinking of Wednesday 

afternoon between 1.30pm and 4.30pm. If you feel you or your family would take 

advantage of this facility please let us know via the website. You will find the Topic on the 

Chat and Photo section of the forum. 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀŎǘ άin ƭƻŎƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƛǎέΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ 

dropped off at the club to be picked up later. All children will have to be supervised by a 

parent, or an adult designated by the parent. 

 

 

http://www.combssailingclub.co.uk/phpBB3/index.php
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taken the lead from Pope with excellent up wind performance and looking strong for the win, however on the 

last beat towards the finish line Pope went low, baring off the wind slightly for increased boat speed and 

managed to pip Whitehouse on the line for 1st place. Saunders comfortably lying in 4th place, rounding the 

leeward mark and carelessly hit Pope on the opposite tack which forced Saunders to take a 720 penalty letting 

Moore through which made him finish in 5th place.  

Race 3 

After lunch the wind had increased to a force 4 ς 5 which added a short chop and meant implementing some 

wave technique. Fortunately the start line had also been changed which meant for a now port bias line. Most 

of the fleet however bunched at the starboard end with Saunders placing himself mid line. With 15 seconds to 

go Saunders sheeted in planning down the line giving him a distinct gap between the rest of the fleet, hitting 

the pin end once the hooter sounded and tacking clear sailing over the entire fleet. With the advantage of a 

good lead off the line, Saunders led from start to finish followed by John Futcher who was taking full advantage 

of the conditions. Whitehouse who is one of the lighter sailors in the fleet showed how an excellent technique 

can conquer a slight weight disadvantage in a heavy breeze. Even after a capsize, he still managed to beat Pope 

into 3rd place.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Race 4 

The wind maintained its strength for race 4 and after the success of his previous start, Saunders decided to try 

the same again and start with a port flyer. To his surprise, he was able to produce a gap between the fleet on 

the line, and then tack over the top, this time only just in front of Whitehouse. Approaching the windward 

mark, Saunders, who had tacked early off the line to gain clearance, arrived at the mark on starboard only to 

meet Whitehouse and Pope both on port hitting the lay line perfectly. Saunders made the call but Whitehouse 

mistook it as coming from a boat further behind. Because of this Saunders was impeded at the mark which 

caused both sailors to take penalty turns. Unfortunately, Whitehouse whilst trying to avoid Saunders, Pope and 

the mark ended up capsizing. Saunders again led from start to finish followed by J.Futcher who was lucky to 

have both Whitehouse and Pope capsize on the last run. Whitehouse who was in second place before the 

capsize after once again sailing through the fleet, unfortunately finished 4th. After day one Pope was leading 1st, 

Whitehouse 2nd, and Saunders 3rd. 

Race 5 

After a brilliant evening of entertainment which included fireworks and a barbeque, day two started with a 

postponement of race 5 by one hour pushing the start back to 11.30. This was due to winds exceeding 30mph 

out in the bay, and because of the delay it also meant that the event was shortened to 7 races instead of 8. A 

good performance from any of the top three sailors could win the title, and Whitehouse started with that 

intention arriving at the windward mark first followed by Saunders and then Pope. The Combs duo quickly 
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separated themselves from the rest of the fleet, but Whitehouse was well within his comfort zone and 

maintained his superior lead to the finish. Saunders was also able to keep in front of Pope for 2nd place, Pope 

3rd and Rees 4th. 

Race 6 

The best race of the competition was to come next in race 6 between the two Combs sailors. Whitehouse was 

first to the windward mark followed by Saunders & Rees. Saunders managed to pass past Rees on the reach on 

the second leg, obtaining water on the mark. Whitehouse made it very difficult for Saunders as they met on the 

leg three, when both sailors went up above the lay line to get on top of one another. As they were just 

approaching the leeward mark, Saunders gained an overlap and lead into lap 2. However this was not to last 

and Whitehouse was leading once again after taking a different approach up the ōŜŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

change until the beat back through the start line, when Saunders, after rounding the leeward mark ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

follow Whitehouse as he tacked onto starboard, instead sailing for the lay line. This paid off and Saunders was 

lifted through the line and onto the final lap with Whitehouse only seconds behind. Whitehouse was again to 

catch Saunders but the position where to remain the same until the finish, only separated by 3 or 4 boat 

lengths. 

Race 7 

After very close racing throughout the two days, it amazingly came down to the last race to decide the winner 

of the Byte CII Inland Championship 2011. Both Rick Whitehouse and Louis Saunders were level on 10 points 

including their discard going into the last race. Both sailors had to place within the top three to maintain a top 

two finish, but it was their individual performances that would decide the overall winner. The start line was 

packed and Pope had sailed down to the pin end to attempt a port flyer, he soon realised this was not going to 

be possible as Saunders, Whitehouse, Rees and J.Futcher had blocked the pin end. As the hooter sounded 

Whitehouse had been pushed towards the pin which forced him to tack only narrowly avoiding Saunders who 

came away clean. Saunders was first to the windward mark with Whitehouse rounding in 5th place. Whilst 

Saunders battled to maintain his lead, Whitehouse was quickly making his way through the fleet and was in 2nd 

place within little over a lap. After masterfully gaining three places in so little time, Whitehouse had plenty of 

time to catch Saunders for the win, but unfortunately Saunders covered him all the way until the finish. 

After a great event with varied winds and the added complication of sailing amongst another fleet, Louis 

Saunders 1st, Rick Whitehouse 2nd, and Eddie Pope 3rd. Stuart Moore finishing 7th won the first junior and Sarah 

Kirk took the first lady. 
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Rank Helm Name Sail No. R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 Total Nett 

1st Louis Saunders 626 (7.0) 5.0 1.0 1.0 2.0 1.0 1.0 18.0 11.0 

2nd Rick Whitehouse 3301  2.0 2.0 3.0 (4.0) 1.0 2.0 2.0 16.0 12.0 

3rd Eddie Pope 3130 1.0 1.0 4.0 3.0 3.0 (5.0) 3.0 20.0 15.0 

4th Chris Rees 2620 3.0 3.0 7.0 (8.0) 4.0 3.0 4.0 32.0 24.0 

5th John Futcher 894 5.0 6.0 2.0 2.0 5.0 (7.0) 7.0 34.0 27.0 

6th Michael Radford 1465 4.0 (7.0) 5.0 5.0 6.0 4.0 5.0 36.0 29.0 

7th Stuart Moore 867 6.0 4.0 (8.0) 6.0 7.0 6.0 6.0 43.0 35.0 

8th Sarah Kirk 2631 8.0 (10.0) 6.0 7.0 8.0 9.0 8.0 56.0 46.0 

9th Rachel Marden 2618 12.0 8.0 9.0 12.0 
DNF 

9.0 8.0 (13.0 
DNC 

71.0 58.0 

10th Olwen Binks 850 9.0 (12.0) 10.0 10.0 12.0 10.0 9.0 72.0 60.0 

11th Guy Shaw 2629 11.0 9.0 (13.0 
DNF) 

9.0 11.0 12.0 11.0 76.0 63.0 

12th  Maggie Futcher 2628 10.0 11.0 11.0 (13.0 
DNC) 

10.0 11.0 10.0 76.0 63.0 

There is a copy of this report with more photos on the club website 

Louis Saunders 

Caption Competition 

Just one entry ŦƻǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ competition:  

άLand Ahoy!έ ŦǊƻƳ Russell Talbot 

 

 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΥ  

 

 

 

Ideas for a 

caption to Andy 

http://www.combssailingclub.co.uk/pages/news/news.php
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Member Profile - Paul Thompson 

The first question I asked Paul, was how old were you when you started sailing? 

ά²Ŝƭƭ L ƎǳŜǎǎ L ǿŀǎ т ƻǊ у ǿƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƻƭŘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ DƻǊŘƻƴ ŘǊŀƎƎŜŘ ƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŜǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ IŜ had 

enjoyed a taster sailing day with his school and then became hookedέΦ 

ά5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇΚέ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ȅŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀƛƭŜŘΣ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ 5ŀŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ around sorting out 

the clubhouse and fixing our boats. He even built us a Graduate. As everyone knows my mother Nina, became 

our coach, she knows more about sailing and tactics than anyone...έ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘΚέ 

ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳōǎ /ƭǳō ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ GP trophies you will see my name on most of 

them. I have always enjoyed racing at home on our tricky little lake and these successes are important to me. 

My brother and I were Welsh Junior /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ флΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ the Graduate Nationals at 

Bala.  Later I was an enthusiastic Laser sailor and at a Volvo sponsored youth event at Staunton Harold, a 

current Combs RSолл ǎŀƛƭƻǊ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŀǊƪΧΧΦƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƙŀǳƴǘ 

him one day! I competed in the GP Worlds at Abersoch some years ago and was pleased with a mid fleet result. 

At the Babbacombe ¢ŀǎŀǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άhƭŘ {ŀǳƴŘŜǊǎέ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

my career with a port flyer over 80+ boats and were second at the windward mark in front of the eventual 

champion who was an ex Australian Olympic Sailor. At the B14 Nationals sailed at Weston on the Solent with 

Loo Loo crewing we were second in the silver fleet and won the best newcomer prize. We were second in the 

Grass Cutting ς Help Wanted 

We need some help with cutting the grass on the track and car park.  

Volunteers required.  Normal work party credits apply up to the usual limit.  

Please contact Russell if you can help out. 

 

 

 


