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Commodoreôs Comments 

At the time of writing this, Sunday June 27th, thereôs a glorious spell of weather, 

just like the summers we always had when I was young, and the racing is so 

good. But Iôve got a problem; itôs the England v Germany match this afternoon 

and although Iôm not a mad keen football fan, I have been gripped by this 

competition. What to do? 

Weôve all been concerned by Norman Whiteleyôs sudden medical problem, having 

been rushed into hospital a week ago, but the news is good. Although heôs got to 

stay in for another week heôs up and about and very much on the mend. Weôre all 

looking forward to seeing you back Norman, but perhaps Keith and Lynda Wright would prefer you look after 

yourself and take a prolonged rest so that they can lead the GP Fleet. 

John Bailey and Andy Butler will have now completed their Three Peaks Race and many congratulations to 

them. Will Lomas and Eddy Caunt took part in their first Junior Southport 12 hour race yesterday and although 

sailing with a Toddbrook team will have gained valuable experience. Iôd like to see us developing a team of 

our own within the next three years. 

Apart from tidying-up the back and side of he clubhouse, which we hope to start very soon, our current 

programme of improvements is now complete. We have had a minor problem with the Ladies toilet door being 

forced and the lock broken but security gates are on order and should be fitted within a couple of weeks. 

Important work on the dam will start at the end of Sept. We had a meeting with two B.W. engineers recently to 

enquire how it will affect us and the good news is that, although the water level will have to be dropped, it 

wonôt be significantly below the level it is at the moment, which is just as well as I feel I need a defibrillator 

after Iôve pulled my boat back to its parking space. 

Good sailing 

Harry Mayo 

Editorial 

Once again, many thanks for all of the contributions for this monthôs newsletter.  I hope you enjoy reading it. 

The Three Peaks Yacht Race is over for another year.  Youôll find John Baileyôs report in this newsletter.  For 

me, it was the first time I had completed all of the mountain legs ï three runs in just over four days totalling 72 

miles on foot, 26 miles by bike and including 14,000ft climb.  Exhausting, but we still managed a sprint finish 

at the end.  I think the runners have the best deal in this race, being able to enjoy the sailing as well as 

stupendous views on the mountains. 

Any contributions including ñFor Sale/Wantedò for the next newsletter to me by Saturday 31
st
 July please. 

Andy Butler 
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Harry Mayo ï Committed To Combs Sailing Club  
 

I am sure all of you know Harry Mayo who is now serving his second term as Commodore.  

In previous years he has served as Commodore and for many years and has been a member of the GP 

committee. Some of his more visible contributions are the work he did rebuilding and cladding the front of the 

clubhouse as well as building the benches in the clubhouse changing rooms. Earlier in this season he spent 

several days decorating the toilets after their refurbishment as well as many other tasks. Harry has also done 

all those little jobs that help to make things go smoothly. Above all Harry has built up the atmosphere of the 

club as a friendly and happy place for competitors and families to sail and enjoy the water. He has also taken 

a leading role in bringing more young people to use the water at Combs. 

On the water he has always been a keen competitor and has won many races. He is also one of our trainers 

and has been active in that role for many years. This yearôs training of new (and old!) sailors has run for the 

last couple of months.   

In recognition of the extensive and distinguished contribution Harry has made to the club the GP committee 

recently agreed that Harry Mayo, upon completion of his term of office as Commodore be elected an Honorary 

Life Member of Combs Sailing Club. 

Thank you Harry.  

Russell Talbot 

 

Racing Post 

Racing has continued in the month of June with good turnouts but with falling water levels due to the low 

rainfall. 

Tony Wilson Memorial Trophy for Lasers.  June 6
th
. 

There were only 2 boats in the Gold Division for this trophy and the result was not decided until the last race 

when Peter óthe limpô Quayle managed to stay ahead of Russell Talbot skilfully covering him all the way to the 

line. 

The Silver Division was won by Mike Stretton who came third overall. 

Lifeboat Pennant. June 6
th
. 

This was a close fought duel with Louis Saunders (Lightning) and Bob Pyett (Supernova) chasing the ever 

fleet Nigel Carson in his Phantom. Louis won the first race, Nigel the second and third and at the end the 

order was Nigel, Louis and Bob. 

Important - Calendar Change 

Itôs been decided to bring the Anniversary Regatta date forward by one day to 

Sat. Sept 4th. This year will be the Clubôs 60
th
, thatôs our Diamond Anniversary I 

think. I was Commodore at our 50
th
 birthday and we had a belting celebration, to 

such an extent that I was shepherding the last, rather merry members, out of the 

gate at 11.00 at night. I want to make this, another really good event and 

bringing it to Saturday means you havenôt the pressure of work and school. Full 

details will be in the August newsletter, BUT KEEP THAT DATE FREE! Harry. 
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The Silver Division was won by Andy Brown with Tony Lawton second and the ever improving Edward Caunt 

in third. 

Summer Trophies. June 13
th
. 

I was not present for this event and therefore missed the stunning win by Richard Silson. I have been 

coaching Richard for many years and it gives me great pleasure to see the result of all that hard workéé.not 

that I get any thanks! Bob Pyett was second and Harry Mayo third. 

William Lomas and Edward Caunt sailing an Enterprise won the Silver from Tony Lawton. 

A Series 

May 30th was a very windy day indeed and Paul and Chris sailed their very attractive Merlin Rocket against 

Louis in my Byte. Louis won in the end but that was less interesting than the sight of these two boats broad 

reaching in survival conditions, the Merlin, with pink kite flying, and Louis sitting on the back corner of the little 

Byte to keep the nose up. In the last race they both passed the club house together and were still together at 

no. 4 where Louis lost it and capsized. Both boats had been sailing at maximum speed on that leg but I 

believe that the Merlin had reached its limit. The Byte just turned into a sailboard and matched the speed of 

the 3 sail Merlin. Later in the lap the Merlin capsized allowing Louis past for the win. 

Way behind these two boats were William Caunt in a Topper, Steven Shuff in a Radial and Keith Muncey in a 

full rig Laser, all credit to them for sailing in such extreme conditions. 

20
th
 June was another very interesting day with a nice fresh breeze and brilliant sunshine. Louis won the first 

race sailing my Byte from Bob Pyett and Russell Talbot. For the second race Nigel turned up and tension 

mountedéé.however he capsized on the first lap  which left Bob and Louis to fight it out, with Louis just 

coming out on top.  In the third race Paul Thompson borrowed Andy Browns Phantom and beat Nigel! As he 

crossed the line Nigel was heard to mutter, ñIôm getting a new boatò! The result of that race was Paul, Louis 

then Nigel, giving Louis victory on the day. 

The ever more rapid Dave Staley won the Silver with his new exotic sail. 

27
th
 June brought a very difficult wind swinging through 180 deg. but lovely sunshine. A day better spent 

sailing than watching football!  The wind was so tricky that huge distances could be made up or lost on shifts 

and gusts. It was not unusual to see one boat planing up behind another which was stationary - all very 

frustrating.  The first race went to Bob Pyett with Mike Craddock second and Rick Whitehouse third. The 

second race was Rick, Mike, Louis and the third race Louis, Rick Mike. The silver fleet also battled against the 

variable conditions and in the first race it was William Lomas from Gerald, then Lomas from Keith Belford 

(Supernova) and Edward Caunt (Lightning). The third race was won by Keith from Edward and Martin Ellis 

(Supernova). William Lomas suffered rudder failure and had to be towed in. 

Series winner was Louis Saunders with six wins counting.  Rick Whitehouse was second with four firsts and a 

second.  Dave Staley was victorious in the silver fleet with five firsts and a second.  It was very satisfying to 

see that 26 different boats took part in this series. 

Single Handed Series. (SH 1) 

The single-handed series has seen some very close racing, and after six of the eight events, Louis and Nigel 

are equal on points, but with Louis leading on discards.  It could be a very close finish.  Will Lomas holds a 

narrow lead in the silver fleet over Tony Lawton.   

All in all it has been a busy month of racing with good turnouts and very pleasant weather and winds varying 

from drifting to gale force. The water level continues to drop but I am sure we will continue to sail however low 

it goes. 

John Saunders. 
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Sail Hard, Sail Fair 

Racing is essentially a self-governing sporting activity, which works well as long as its participants abide by 

this principal.  Honesty and integrity on the part of participants is a fundamental requirement and if there is a 

racing dispute that cannot be settled on the water by way of friendly discussion (or more usually with a bit of 

shouting and hollering) then any unsatisfied protestor should convene the óprotest committeeô who will 

adjudge the rights and wrongs of the incident.  Unfortunately this does not seem to happen enough at Combs. 

We have recently witnessed a number of protests on the water that have simply been ignored by the offending 

party who failed to respond to the hail of óprotestô and carried on sailing as if nothing had happened.  This is 

unacceptable to those racing and is not the sort of example that should be displaying to either the less 

experienced sailors and particularly to the juniors.  Such behaviour ultimately results in grumbles and bad 

feeling from those who have been inconvenienced by the offending party. 

If you are protested on the water it is only good manners to respond immediately by either undertaking your 

penalty turns or discussing the protest with the inconvenienced party.  If the latter action does not produce a 

resolution then a written protest should be issued at the end of the race to let the committee decide. 

But the basic principals of racing should be understood and adhered to on the water ï e.g. starboard has 

rights over port tack boats; windward boats have to keep clear as do overtaking boats; if you hit another boat 

someone is in the wrong and should be doing turns; leeward boats cannot aggressively change course into a 

windward boat and claim a penalty ï time has to be given, etc.  We should all be abiding by these basics and 

hopefully learning the many other rules as we go along and if you donôt know them ï ask. 

The rules are there for a good reason and cannot simply be ignored.  A good knowledge of the rules is 

actually an advantage in racing and can be used very much in your favour.  

So, in summary lets all: 

1. Learn the rules 
2. Use the rules ï your racing results will probably improve! 
3. Abide by the rules because if you donôt, our sport and your results are devalued. 
4. Sail hard but above all, sail fair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start line congestion on 

a Wednesday evening 

Nigel Carson 
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Boats and Trailers 

Something strange has happened in the boat park, slowly, one by one, the abandoned boats have crept away 

to their graves or to be resurrected by new owners.  Now for the first time since I joined the club there are no 

abandoned boats in the boat park.  

Treasure seekers have scoured the boat park with metal detectors and have confirmed that every boat space 

has a concreted in boat anchor on both sides.  They have also recovered lots of rusty metal. 

As a result there are some empty spaces in the boat park so that we can accommodate new members.  

Current members may also want to move to a different space ï if you do ï then please check the table on 

the notice board first as some members take their boats away from time to time and their spaces are not 

available.  Please let me know if you move your boat so I can keep the chart up to date. 

Can I also remind members that they are expected to cut the grass around and under their boats. 

The situations with trailers is not so good.  As far as I can tell no one has responded to a previous request to 

mark their trailers and most are unmarked.  Some look almost new and should fetch a good price on eBay, 

some look like scrap and need recycling, others are hiding in the long grass. 

To make it easy for you I have put a tin of paint (non drip/non stir) in the clubhouse with some cotton buds as 

brushes for you to use to mark your trailers.  Please mark your trailers as I will soon be turning my attention to 

the trailer park - you have been warned. 

Russell Talbot 

Three Peaks Yacht Race 

On 19th June Andy Butler on Madam Wen and myself on Silver Surfers took part in the Three Peaks Yacht 

Race, a tremendous challenge involving sailing and running at the extremes as well as under race conditions. 

Andys team finished a respectable 9
th
, only seven hours behind the winners, whereas we came a glorious 

last, but we finished which was our goal and coming last does at least get a trophy!  Initially we thought the 

race was about sailing well; it is, but it is so much more than that.  Let me talk you through it. The start was 

conventional and we had a 25 mile fine reach to Bardsey Island.  Bardsey Sound was running 4 knots of 

current against us, the only way through was tacking right against the cliffs In the semi dark, with an onshore 

wind. Signs of things to come. 

 

Close tacking against the tide at 

Bardsey Head (look at the shadow 

of the rig on the rocks) 
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Once through that beating to Caernarfon Bar for 4 hours only to catch some boats behaving very strangely, 

once we got there we realised why, the weak wind and strong current meant they were not making progress 

and failing to reach the bar buoy. After an hour or so we all got through only to be becalmed in the channel. 

We tried to row, but not hard enough and failed to make progress against the tide. Other boats rowed harder 

and got through earlier than we did.  In the end the wind got up and we got through at low tide only to run 

aground just outside Caernarfon.  Rowed the runners to shore and waited for the tide to rise. Some start! 

 

The second leg started with a decision to go around Anglesey rather than wait to go through the Swellies. Out 

we went over Caernarfon Bar in light winds only to end up becalmed again and following currents. Given the 

tide we finally ended up anchored near Trearddur Bay and waited so that we could avoid drifting backwards, 

use the eddies to get around Holy Island against the tide and the use then favourable tide to help us towards 

Whitehaven. This worked although once again sailing in very light winds, strong currents and within 50 yards 

of cliffs was very disconcerting.  The amazing thing was that even with all this messing about we posted the 

13th fastest time for the leg.  Anchoring worked! 

 

The run to Whitehaven was a mixture of fast 

and slow and we passed the 1930 Driac (right).  

The third leg was no different, a fast run out of 

Whitehaven only to be becalmed again.  Once 

out of that a nice reach to the Mull of Galloway 

only to be becalmed again.  A nice reach to the 

Mull of Kintyre only to be becalmed again, 

run/reach through the Sound of Islay and past 

Lismore only to be becalmed 3 miles south of 

the Corran Narrows.  This time we did row hard 

enough and got through the narrows before the 

tide turned. We anchored until daylight and then 

drifted to Fort William to finish the race. 

 

Too many becalmings really meant we 

struggled to keep in front of anyone, but we had 

a fabulous time and would recommend the race to anyone who wants this kind of challenge.  

Throughout the race we kept passing and being passed by the same people, the rivalry was real and yet 

friendly especially as we met up at the 

ports. 

 

The big challenge is the format of the 

crews, two runners and three sailors, 

this means the sailors get very little 

sleep as the runners must get theirs. 

This makes decision making 

challenging. 

 

Would I do it again, definitely yes!  

However I would choose a faster boat 

and make sure the rowing equipment 

worked really well. 

Full results and more details of the 

race can be found on the race website 

Silver Surfers at the finish, John Bailey on the left. 

 John Bailey (by phone from the race finish) 

Driac built 1930 

http://www.threepeaksyachtrace.co.uk/
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Obituary ï Norman Whitehouse 

My Father, Norman Whitehouse passed away on Bank Holiday Monday, aged 90, after a very short illness. 

He will be remembered by many of the older club members, as a keen GP sailor for many years, whose 

pleasure at winning the ñold codgersò trophy at Combs on several occasions was palpable. He was the man 

responsible for my own enduring interest in sailing, his background in mechanical engineering, mathematics 

and science in general resulting in an intellectual approach to the challenges of dinghy racing. He was club 

recorder for several years but gave up sailing when his heart and knees began to play up. He leaves a wife, 

Joyce, four children, two of whom still sail regularly (me and Clive) and several grandchildren, all of whom 

miss him. 

Rick Whitehouse 

Byte CII Inland Championships ï Burton SC 12
th
-13

th
 June 

The event started off light and fluky with the sun beaming down and everyone was looking forward to the 

weekend. The Byte CIIôs were also joined by the Laser ESPs who were having their nationals and the 

Miracles which were racing in an area event. The sailors were briefed and soon after were on the water. 

Race 1 

As nine boats readied themselves for the start the wind changed providing a heavily port bias line. First to the 

windward mark was Eddy 

Pope followed by Mike 

Radford and Louis 

Saunders. After sailing down 

the run Pope prematurely 

rounded the wrong mark 

giving Radford the lead 

closely followed by 

Saunders. This had also 

given Rick Whitehouse, after 

rounding the windward mark 

in forth, a chance to catch 

the the fleet. Due to the wind 

filling in for the front runners 

the fleet was separated into 

tiers with Radford and 

Saunders finishing first and 

second clearly ahead of 

Pope and Whitehouse who 

had a last minute battle of 

which Whitehouse just 

pipped Pope over the line for third with Pope forth. 

Race 2 

Again with a heavily biased start, this time to starboard the fleet bunched up at the committee boat end. The 

first leg was a close fetch with most of the fleet never having to tack for the windward mark. Both Saunders 

and Whitehouse had good starts and were both into the top four however Saunders proceeded to hit 

Radfordôs stern rounding mark 4 of the course having to do a 720 dropping three places into 7
th
 place which 

put him in direct contention with Hillary Ross-Watson lying 8
th
. Meanwhile the top three runners, Whitehouse, 

Pope and Sarah Kirk, were constantly changing places throughout the race with newcomer Matt Parsons 

bringing up the rear in forth. A lap later after managing to gain 6
th
 place Saunders again made a mistake 

hitting the mark having to do a 360 which dropped him three places into last place. With a lap to go Saunders 
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managed to gain those places back finishing a disappointing 6
th
 place with Kirk placed 1

st
, Whitehouse 2

nd
 and 

Pope 3
rd

. 

Race 3 

The OOD still not being able to set an unbiased start line again provided a heavily starboard bias line. 

Saunders got a perfect committee boat start pushing Kirk out while Whitehouse starting further down the line 

also pushed Pope over the line, both were clear to the windward mark rounding first and second. Whitehouse 

proceeded to sail away from the fleet never to lose his lead; Saunders however almost looked like, from the 

shore (John Saunders) to go backwards, and was easily passed by Kirk, Pope and Radford within a lap. 

Saunders was struggling to even stay ahead of the back runners and at this point even doubted his own 

ability. Race three finished Whitehouse 1
st
, Pope 2

nd
 and Kirk 3

rd 
with Saunders again finishing a disappointing 

5
th
. 

At this point Saunders knew there was something wrong and when he got to shore it was clear that the boat 

was full of water and had been leaking into the hull via one of the hatch covers within the cockpit that had not 

been secured properly. At the end of day one; 

1
st
 Rick Whitehouse, 2

nd
 Sarah Kirk, 3

rd
 Mike Radford, 4

th
 Eddy Pope and 5

th
 Louis Saunders 

 
Race 4 

After disappointment on day one, Saunders was out to prove a point. It was difficult for the OOD the previous 

day, but unfortunately he still 

didnôt manage to set an 

unbiased start line due to 

the constant wind changes. 

With a very shifty beat, 

Saunders was first around 

the windward mark followed 

by Whitehouse with the 

conditions strengthening and 

increasing oscillation. 

Saunders and Whitehouse 

proceeded to increase their 

lead over the rest of the 

fleet. Up until the second lap 

both sailors had made the 

effort to keep clear of each 

other so not to slow each 

other down, however with 

their lead ever increasing 

and third placed Kirk over 

half a leg behind them, the Combs duo started to think about first place. Whitehouse seemed to be faster 

upwind with Saunders faster downwind which meant for some very competitive racing. Rounding the last mark 

Saunders still leading, past the mark in an attempt to cover Whitehouse, however Whitehouse tacked on the 

mark and with slightly better boat speed, beat Saunders over the line by a boat length to take 1
st
 place with 

Saunders 2
nd 

and Kirk 3
rd

 

Race 5 

Again the start line was starboard bias and once again Saunders had managed to find a slot at the favoured 

end of the line, however once the bell had sounded, he found himself stationary. Whitehouse who had 

foreseen this build up bore away down the line for boat speed, half way down. The Combs sailors were 

heavily punished by this and found themselves mid-fleet with Saunders almost last around the windward 

mark. However due to the fluky condition that had continued from the previous race, both sailors started to 

battle back. A few places where gained when both Combs boats sailed low on the run when the rest of the 



9 

 

fleet sailed high, this gave them the advantage of sailing into the leeward mark on a broad reach  with 

increased speed. But it was a lap later when they got their break when Saunders tacked calling starboard on 

Whitehouse. Realizing his mistake, Saunders tacked back and both sailors found themselves being lifted into 

the windward mark placing first and second, an impressive turnaround for both of them. Whitehouse proceed 

to past Saunders down the run, sailing over the top of him gaining speed into the mark. With close racing 

again between the combs sailors the positions didnôt change. Whitehouse 1
st
, Saunders 2

nd
 and Kirk 3

rd
  

Race 6 

By race six Rick Whitehouse had won the Byte CII National Inland Championships for the fifth time, but 

second, third and forth where still to be decided. Saunders had a very disappointing first day but was 

surprised to realize he only needed a second 

place beating Sarah Kirk to finish 2
nd

 overall. The 

dream was still alive with a Combs one two! This 

could have been avoided if Saunders had 

bettered his results on the Saturday. After an 

average start Pope was first to the windward 

mark followed by Kirk, Whitehouse, Radford and 

Saunders all very close. Pope and Kirk started to 

slowly gain a lead, but as the wind increased 

Saunders managed to pass Whitehouse and 

Radford into third and keep himself in hot pursuit 

of second place. Throughout the race the gap 

between the top five sailors would fluctuate but 

unfortunately there was no change in positions. 

The race finished Pope 1
st
, Kirk 2

nd
 and 

Saunders 3
rd

 with Whitehouse coming 4
th
. 

With the result of the last race Louis Saunders 

did not manage to achieve his second place and 

because Eddy Pope finished with a win, this 

meant Saunders and Pope where both tied for 

third place. In this situation Pope came out on 

top as he had had the most firsts over the 

competition. If only Saunders had beaten 

Whitehouse in Race four! However as the rain 

set in towards the end of the day and the 

trophies were presented, the sailors reminisced 

on a great weekend sailing. Combs once again 

had left their mark (mainly Rick Whitehouse) on 

the Byte CII National Inland Championships and 

the results for the two Combs sailors mirror the 

results of the 2008 Inland Championships. 

 
Louis Saunders 


