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Commodore’s note
I’m beginning to get excited about the sailing season starting again in only a few weeks time; so time to
check that your boat is in good order. There is lots of information in the Newsletter which I hope you find
useful, also there are calls for action so please take note, put dates in diaries and volunteer if you can. I
look forward to seeing you all soon.
Keith
First race of the season

Sunday March 10th H1 series

And as a small inducement there will be warm punch and nibbles to help your body recover after the shock
of the cold water and the unusual exertion that it had forgotten all about through the dark winter
months. You’ll probably be at the club as part of the work party in the morning so why not bring your lunch
and race in the afternoon.
Welcome to new members
On behalf of all members I would like to extend a warm welcome to Jack Taylor who joined us at the end of
the season. Jack is studying at Buxton University and is keen to help us with our training. He is also willing
to provide individual training to anyone with specific techniques for a small fee. He is intending to go into
Outdoor Activities as a career and this training work will support him with his CV and experience.
We believe that we have an open and friendly club so can all members please say hello to anyone who
looks new and offer help, support and encouragement. It makes a real difference for new members to feel
welcomed and encouraged.
Sadly we are saying goodbye to:
Keith Wright
Bob Pyett
Sue Lucas

Lynda Wright
Andy Pyett
Caroline Hardwick

John Clark
Nick Pyett
Shew Michael

Chris Cooke
Alexander Cooke
Carolyn Belford
Martin Ellis

Lucy Cooke
Eric Haselden
Jack Belford

Alice Cooke
Adam Munden
Liam Belford

Duties
There is a system to locate all of your duties on the club calendar on the website:
It is important for individual members to arrange changes so that they can do all of their duties and once
the changes have been made to inform Robert Rawlinson of them so that the calendar can be amended.
robrawlinson@btinternet.com
There will be many reasons why a date allocated does not suit you so being ahead of the game is
important; particular if you might miss a crucial race that could have an impact on your trophy position.
Duty dates for Your Diary
The sailing club’s calendar of events is published on the club’s website at
http://www.combssailingclub.co.uk/calendar/calendar.php and is updated throughout the season to reflect changes
to the calendar and duties that have been swapped. That means that the calendar on the website is the most up to
date version.
Judging by the number of members who are looking for swaps two weeks before their duties it seems that not
everyone knows how to find out when they are on duty.
Fortunately it is easy to find your duties. Open the calendar using this link or go to the website
(www.combssailingclub.co.uk) and click on the news drop down menu and select calendar. Then use your browser’s
search facility to search that page. If you’re not sure how to do this press Ctrl and F and a search bar should appear
at the top or bottom of the screen. Put your surname in and it should highlight your name on the page. Click next to
go through and find all the duties. Then put them in your diary.
If you find you can’t do that date then you need to arrange a swap. One of the most effective ways to arrange a
swap is to find someone with a suitable duty you can do and email them or phone them. Email addresses and phone
numbers are available on the website here.
If anyone would like to see the sailing club calendar on their phone or other device you can add it using the link
below. It should work with Google calendar and Apple calendar.
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/ic ... /basic.ics

Family Sailing
Please look at the club calendar to check out the dates that we have set aside for family sailing.
Linda Theaker will be contacting family members to begin a process of dialogue between all family
members so that you can coordinate other activities and help the GP and Sailing Committees provide more
activities that meet your needs.
Linda is now a member of the Sailing Committee and will be able to represent the needs of our family
members.
Mirror Dinghy
We have a club Mirror available for sale to club members. These
boats are ideal for family sailing and for youngsters to sail together.
We are asking a nominal price of £150. Do contact me if you would
like to have a closer look; it is currently being kept in the garage at
the club.

Work Parties

The first work party is almost upon us: Sunday February 24th starting at 10 am, quickly followed by the
second two weeks later on Sunday March 10th at the same time.
Please make every effort to attend as we achieve so much on these pre-season days which has an
enormous benefit for the sailing through the season. We’ll provide you with cakes and warm drinks to
keep you going and you provide us all with your charm, skill and effort; so don’t miss out!

Boat Maintenance work party

Saturday March 23rd

10 to 12

We will rig and possibly sail all of our
club boats to ensure that all are ready
for use.
This is a great opportunity to learn
new skills and, if you already have
them, share with less experienced
members so do make every effort to
attend.
We have no single dedicated Bosun
this year so we need to work together
to ensure that the club boats are
ready for the training sessions.
If you intend to participate in training
this year please consider attending as
we will be getting the club boats ready
for you to use.

Our AGM Monday December 10th 2018
Many thanks to the 26 members who attended and engaged in some interesting discussions about our
priorities for 2019.
All of the reports submitted were accepted and the two motions put to the meeting were also passed
unanimously. These papers were distributed to all members before the meeting. We had a very interesting
discussion on our strategy for the future as outlined in the GPC annual report. The committee has been
given support to progress our proposals for the future.
The draft minutes are attached for your information.
We have two strong committees for the 2019 season:
Your GP Committee for 2019
Keith Muncey
Russell Talbot
Robert Rawlinson
Mike Craddock
Judy Gibbons
Derek Hillesdon
Tom Gibbons
Richard Silson
Amanda Wild
Andy Butler

Your Sailing Committee for2019

Commodore
Amanda Wild
Rear Commodore
Matthew Caunt
Vice Commodore
Alex Bowden
Treasurer
Lyn Burscough
Secretary
Tom Burscough
member
John Galloway
member
Linda Theaker
member
Gerald Williams
SC Chair
Ex-officio membership secretary

Chair
Secretary

Recorder Ex-officio

New PYs for 2019 are:
Albacore
Byte CII
GP14
Graduate
Laser
Laser Pico
Laser Radial
Lightning
Phantom

1006
1124
1143
1115
1130
1360
1156
1160
1032

RS200
RS300
RS Aero 7
RS Aero 9
RS Quba Pro
Solo
Solution
Super Nova (New)
Super Nova (Old)
Topper

1067
942
1078
1029
1305
1179
1072
1069
1090
1383

These again have been calculated using our local results and national PY figures. As for last year the Sailing
Committee will keep the system under review.
Our AGM for 2019 will be on Monday December 9th 7.30 at the Mechanics Institute Whaley Bridge.
Please put it in your diary now.
Safety Boat training
We will again be organising Safety Boat training this season. We will let you all know the exact dates once
they have been organised. But we will be hoping to put on the course as early as possible.

First Aid Course(s)

The dates are to be confirmed

Paul Bereton will again be offering a first Aid course. The GPC is keen that we have as many members as
possible trained as first aiders so that we will be able to assist any fellow member who is in need of help.
If you are prepared to have your name placed on a list that will be posted on the club noticeboard as a first
aider the club is prepared to subsidise up to 50% of the course should you request it. The cost of the
training is £40 per head.
If you are interested please contact Paul directly at cssafirstaid@gmail.com stating preferred dates.
Racing Officer training
We will be offering training for OOD, AOD and Safety boat driver on a few Sunday mornings before racing.
Details will be placed on the calendar but the first one is scheduled for Sunday March 23rd starting at 10.30.
You will know your duty allocations before this and should come along if you feel that you need a refresher
in what the role entails.
Racing Rules Training
We are providing a basic racing rules training session on Saturday March 9th starting at 10 am and finishing
for lunch. This session is aimed at less experienced racers who would like to have a clearer understanding
of the racing rules; particularly at the marks. As the new season starts on March 10th this could be just the
thing for you.
Please let me know if you intend to participate.
Rules advisers
The RYA recommends that a club should have
someone to turn to when there is a dispute on
the water. The suggestion is to have Club Rules
Advisers, to hand who can encourage
competitors to analyse a potential rules
infringement and thereby improve their
understanding of the rules and sail better. The
club trained the following members last year:
Keith Muncey
Russell Talbot
Andy Butler
Harry Mayo
Norman Whiteley
Paul Brereton
Dave Staley
Chris Woolley
Peter Gardner

Keith.muncey@btinternet.com

Club security
There have been a couple of instances recently where the club hasn’t been secured properly; specifically
the combination locks, the stone hut, the verandah door from the clubhouse and the equipment store up
and over door. This potentially leaves our boats, equipment and club house open to vandalism, theft and
misuse.
Can I remind all members who visit the club on non-sailing days and Officers of the day that the last person
leaving should check that:
•
•

•
•
•
•

All gas rings are off
All buildings are locked; even if they think that they haven’t been opened. Specifically:
o Both doors to the clubhouse
o Both locks on the up and over door to the equipment store
o The stone hut
o The toilets
The club Toppers and Optimists are locked
The combination lock on the safe is locked and scrambled
The inner gate is locked and scrambled
The outer gate is locked

High Peak Regatta
The High Peak Regatta is being held at Glossop this year so please put Saturday April 27th into your diaries. It would
be splendid if as many as possible members participated.
It will be very helpful if someone took on the role of being race captain to confirm who is participating in the event.
Please get in touch if you think that you can take this on.

On the following day they are hosting a race called The Dragon Pursuit which will also count as Glossop’s
entry 1 to the Dark Peak Series. This is a new series of races for the clubs in the Dark Peak which are
intended to encourage sailors in the local clubs to travel to sister clubs in the area.
We will be having a band, BBQ and Beer on Saturday evening and you are welcome to stay over.
More details about the Dark Peak Series will be published soon so that members can consider participating.
We are yet to identify a race in our calendar that we could use as part of the new series of races; does anyone
have a suggestion? If so please let Amanda Wild know. amandajwild@googlemail.com
Abersoch Dinghy Week
We’ve received an invitation to attend so perhaps any interested members should let me know and I’ll
attempt to coordinate.

GJW Direct Abersoch Dinghy Week 2019
Registration Saturday 20th July 2019
Racing Sunday 21st – Friday 26th July 2019
EVENT NOW LIVE please click on link below to enter:
https://webcollect.org.uk/scyc/event/scyc-abersoch-dinghy-week-2019-event-entry

Sail Training

The dates for the 2019 sail training programme have now been settled as set out below. The plan this year is
to split the training in two in an attempt to relieve the pressure on the trainers, such that:•

•

•

ST 1-5 is essentially for Beginners and Improvers. Proposal is for 1 trainer with two rostered helpers
plus other assistance as may be available on the day (parents/other non-rostered Combs members we
can recruit).
ST 1B-5B is intended for Juniors, people we pick up from Combs Open Day (PTBO) anyone from
ST1-5 seeking additional training. Proposal is for 2 trainers with two rostered helpers plus other
assistance as may be available on the day (parents/other non-rostered Combs members we can
recruit).
Sail race training takes part on Sunday mornings in advance of normal Sunday sailing. The proposal
is to have 1 trainer and two rostered helpers, plus other Combs members who may be available on
the day.

Can you help with the training?
The training programme depends entirely on club members giving their time and last year we really
struggled, putting far too much dependence on a few.
Please can you give some very serious thought to offering help. This doesn’t have to be a great commitment,
we need just some of you (and the more who offer means less pressure on the few) to think about:
•
•
•

Being a sail trainer, using your experience and knowledge to train beginners.
Being a helper, (taking out new sailors in two man boats; giving advice from one of the RIBs;
helping with land-based theory)
Just lending a hand, getting equipment ready, helping trainees rig their boats, launching, putting stuff
away.

As to timing, training takes place on 10 Saturdays from April to July, help being needed from 12.00 to 16.00
latest.
We later do Sunday morning race training, help needed from 9.30 to 12.30 (perhaps you could come along
early before afternoon racing).
Just let me know what you feel you would do and on roughly how many occasions. I could then put a roster
together, spreading the workload evenly and giving the opportunity for you to then choose dates or do
swops, as per the usual calendar.
Rob Rawlinson

Sail Training Coordinator

Below are the training programme dates, with a description of the event:
The 10 Saturday sail training sessions are from 13.00 to 16.30
Sunday sail race training sessions are from 10.00 to 12.30
Saturday

April 20

Sail training 1A

Saturday

April 27

Sail training 2A

Saturday

May 4

Sail training 3A

Saturday

May 11

Sail training 4A

Saturday

May 25

Sail training 5A

Sunday

June 9

Sail race training 1
Before regular Sunday pm racing; intended to introduce those club
members who’ve been unsure about taking part in racing

Saturday

June 15

Sail training 1B
First of the Improvers course

Sunday

June 16

Introduction to sailing for complete newcomers harvested from the
“Combs at home” /Push the Boat Out day on May 18th

Saturday

June 22

Sail training 2B
Start of juniors training

Sunday

June 16

Sail race training 2
Before regular Sunday pm racing; intended to introduce those club
members who’ve been unsure about taking part in racing

Saturday

June 29

Sail training 3B

Sunday

June 23

Sail race training 3
Before regular Sunday pm racing; intended to introduce those club
members who’ve been unsure about taking part in racing

Sunday

June 30

Sail race training 4
Before regular Sunday pm racing; intended to introduce those club
members who’ve been unsure about taking part in racing

Saturday

July 06

Sail training 4B

Sunday

July 07

Sail race training 5
Before regular Sunday pm racing; intended to introduce those club
members who’ve been unsure about taking part in racing

Saturday

July 20

Sail training 5B

If you have any queries please contact Robert Rawlinson on 07547 672 617

The Sailing Club Website

For many people the first time they look at the club website is when they’re looking for a membership
application form. Unfortunately it seems that for some members that is also the last time they look at it.
Of course you all have plenty to do and lots of interesting stuff to look at on the internet so why would you
bother with the club website. The simple answer is that there’s information there that you can’t find
anywhere else.
First there’s the sailing club calendar – the calendar on the website is the first to be updated with any
changes, and it’s the calendar on the website that sends out reminders about duties – but you can use the
website to look ahead and find out when your duties are in advance. Has anyone else noticed how lots of
people are looking for duty swaps two weeks before their duty – just when they get the first reminder?
Of course when you need to arrange a duty swap the website is also a good place to start. One of the
most effective ways to arrange a swap is to find someone with a suitable duty you can do and email them
or phone them.
“Where can I find their email address and phone number?” you ask. Since I’m writing about the website
you might guess my answer, “On the website”. None of us want spam emails or phone calls so the details
on the website are only visible to members.
To see the member details you need to register on the forum, and then send me an email to
forum@combssailingclub.co.uk telling me your forum user name. I’ll add it to the list of people who can
see the member’s area. When you’re logged in the website menus will change and there’ll be some more
pages to see – but I’m not going to spoil the surprise.
Russell Talbot

web master

Combs and data protection
Whether you’re sitting patiently becalmed, or having an idle moment before gybing in a strong breeze,
your most pressing thought will surely be: how does Combs SC deal with my personal information? Well,
here’s a handy summary - feel free to print it off and tape it to your side deck!
The Club last revised its privacy policy in 2018, to comply with a new law that introduced extra protection
for personal information. You can find the policy on the Club’s web site, at the bottom of the drop-down
menu under ‘Members.’ These are the key elements.

Membership details
The Club processes various kinds of information about each member. That consists of their name, address,
telephone numbers, e-mail address(es), emergency contact , their boats, sail numbers and insurance cover,
current subscription with associated bank account details (and age if relevant), and the names, addresses
and ages of their dependent members. Because this information is needed to enable the Club to carry out
its core purpose of organising and managing sailing for its members, consent is not required. However, the
Club is obliged to, and does, hold all that information securely. It will never pass it to anybody else without
the member’s consent.
Online Members Directory
For the convenience of its members, for example, to make it easy for them to swap duties or otherwise get
in touch with each other, the Club has created an online membership directory. However, it can include
members’ details only if it has obtained their consent. That consent is normally requested on the
application form for membership or renewal. It may be withdrawn at any time.
Photos and videos of members and their boats, in newsletters or on the website
When circulating news about Club activities, the Club may publish, in its newsletter or on its website,
photographs or videos of its members. Again, it can do that only if it has obtained their consent. That
consent is normally requested on the application form for membership or renewal. It may be withdrawn at
any time.
Photos and videos of members and their boats, on social media
Following discussion at the AGM last December, the GP Committee has reviewed the way that consent is
obtained in relation to social media in general, and particularly in relation to the Combs SC Facebook
group, which many members use to exchange information about the Club’s activities. You may not be
aware that this Facebook group is not a closed group, which means that its posts are available to nonmembers of the Club.
The Club itself will post photos and videos to social media, including the Combs Facebook group, only if it
has obtained the consent of affected members. That consent will normally be requested separately on the
application form for membership or renewal. It may be withdrawn at any time.
The Club obviously cannot control how individuals use social media, but it would be courteous to fellow
members to seek their consent before posting images of them.
Consent for 2019
If you ticked the consent boxes on the application or renewal form at the beginning of this year, but now
wish to revise your consent in relation to the Club’s Facebook group, simply send an email to the
Membership Secretary, Andy Butler: andy@ofarm.co.uk .

Byte Inland nationals 2018 results
Two club sailors attended the event last year and of especial note are that Rick Whitehouse won the event
and Victoria Theaker came a very creditable 11th out of 22 and won the prize for best newcomer. Well
done to both of you. Rick has written the report below:

Byte Inland Nationals at Bowmoor SC
29th and 30th September 2018.
Saturday started cold (close to freezing), cloudless and windless. The first race, due to start at 12:30 was
postponed until 2:30pm, when a rather fickle south westerly developed. Only two of the planned four
races were completed on day one of the event. Unusually for a Byte event, race one started with a general
recall. On the restart Matt Banbrook took a flying lead by a considerable margin initially but got stuck in a
hole on the run. T
The current national champion, Emma Pearson, closed on him, followed by Rick Whitehouse who had
pulled up through the fleet from (his usual) poor start. A three-way battle for the lead ensued, with Rick
eventually successful, Emma second and Matt third. Unfortunately for Matt, a pre-existing injury
prevented his participation in the rest of the event.
With Matt indisposed, Emma took a flying start in race two, only for Rick to again pull through the fleet and
end up first. Ricks technique of starting poorly but sailing in clear air and tacking on shifts that eluded all
the other competitors paid dividends.

Sunday racing started early, just after 10am, to get three races in before club sailing started in the
afternoon. Race three saw Rick make his poorest start of the event, unrecoverable despite his best efforts,
whilst local sailor, Charlotte Hitchmough, led from start to finish, closely followed by Emma, then Zoe
Bazen.
Race four saw Emma and Rick alternate first and second place for two laps, with Rick rounding the last
mark first and inexplicably being overtaken to leeward by Emma. The fifth and final race then became a
decider between Rick and Emma, with another local, Huw Nunn having his best race and finishing third
Rick stayed ahead of Emma up the final beat to clinch the race and the event.
Special prizes were awarded to:
Alex Horsman who started in a classic rig but changed to a borrowed CII,
Toby Banbrook for first CI,
Zoe Bazen for first youth,
Matthew Bonner for first junior and
Victoria Theaker for the best newcomer
Thanks go to John Banbrook and Bowmoor SC for hosting the event.
Photographs by David Fewings.

Interesting facts you may not have known.
I think we all know that Combs reservoir was built as a feeder for the canal from Whaley Bridge to Marple
(built 1796) but originally, the canal was fed by adjacent rivers.
Combs was built later, finished in 1805 and its completion coincided with the opening of the flight of 16
locks at Marple, hence the need for an increased and reliable source of water.
When built, Combs was 50ft deep and covered an area of 84 acres, that’s 48 football pitches, so when
you’re next out there look for the penalty spots (usually around marks)!!!!
Todd Brook feeds into the same canal but came along only in 1831 to compensate for the loss of water
through the, then newly-built, Macclesfield canal and on to the rest of the country.
Just imagine. The water you’re sailing on in the weeks to come, you could next see on your weekend break
in London.

Taken in 1940 and the
oldest photo or image
that I could find. Does
anyone have images
that pre-date this?

Club clothing
Below are the new order forms. Jenny would like to place an order for the start of the season so don’t
delay in getting your order in. I can recommend the zipped fleece but there’s plenty to choose from.

USE THIS PAGE TO ORDER FRONT LOGO ONLY.
To order club clothing with only the front logo from the list below please complete the form below.
Orders will be placed on a rolling basis when the minimum limit of 4 items is reached.

The front club logo

(No rear print)

NAME
ADDRESS
PHONE NO

ITEM

HOODIE

JUNIOR
T SHIRT

ADULT
T SHIRT

POLO
SHIRT

SWEAT
SHIRT

RUGBY
SHIRT

FLEECE
F
M

CODE

WPH

J180B

J180M

WJ599M

W7620M

FR100

8700F
8700M

PRICE

£24.90

£6.80

£9.30

£15.95

£16.75

£20.15

£22.00

SIZE
COLOUR
QUANTITY

TOTAL

COST

Email your order form to jennyhesketh_sail@icloud.com with confirmation of payment by bank by
transfer to Combs Sailing Club (same details as for paying subs)
or
Enclose it in a sealed envelope with cash or cheque made payable to “Combs Sailing Club” and return to
Combs Sailing Club or post to:
Jenny Hesketh, Kinrara, Macclesfield Road, Whaley Bridge, SK2 7DR

USE THIS PAGE TO ORDER FRONT LOGO AND REAR PRINT.
To order club clothing with the front logo and the rear print from the list below please complete the
form below. Orders will be placed on a rolling basis when the minimum limit of 4 items is reached.

The front club logo

The rear print

NAME
ADDRESS
PHONE NO

ITEM

HOODIE

JUNIOR
T SHIRT

ADULT
T SHIRT

POLO
SHIRT

SWEAT
SHIRT

RUGBY
SHIRT

CODE

WPH

J180B

J180M

WJ599M

W7620M

FR100

PRICE

£27.40

£9.30

£11.80

£18.45

£19.25

£22.65

SIZE
COLOUR
QUANTITY

TOTAL

COST

Email your order form to jennyhesketh_sail@icloud.com with confirmation of payment by bank by
transfer to Combs Sailing Club (same details as for paying subs)
Or:
Enclose it in a sealed envelope with cash or a cheque made payable to “Combs Sailing Club” and return
to Combs Sailing Club or post to:

Jenny Hesketh, Kinrara, Macclesfield Road, Whaley Bridge, SK2 7DR

