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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ /aravan (special holiday edition) 

It has been busy at the sailing club since the last newsletter.  At the 

end of the school term 11 pupils from Chapel High School came to 

ǘǊȅ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ²ŜŜƪΦ  ¢ƘŜy started with 

light breezes in the morning and were all able to try sailing 

Toppers.  In the afternoon the wind built up a bit and they were 

nearly all able to try falling out of Toppers.  Everyone enjoyed 

themselves and four of them have been back to try again. 

Last weekend sailors from all over England visited Combs for the 

Lightning368 Open on the Saturday and the Byte Open on the 

Saturday and Sunday.  Several members helped to tidy up the club 

so that visitors could see it in its best light and I am sure that you will notice the 

difference too.  The events went well and the visitors had some good close racing.  

Thank you to all those who helped on the day and with the preparations.   

You may have noticed that an anemometer has appeared in the boat park at the 

top of a large pole.  This will put paid to all the tall stories about how strong the 

wind was ς ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ 

the club house. 

We have also installed a battery powered security camera at the sailing club and we hope that this will deter 

any further disruptive behaviour at the club. 

In the last newsletter Bob Pyett asked if anyone was interested in afternoon sailing during the school holidays.  

There were only a few responses but I had a few more responses when I sent around a further email.  As a 

result we have decided that we will provide patrol boat cover on Wednesday 17th and 24th August from 

2pm.  I hope to see you there. 

Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ YŜŀǘƻƴ {ƳƛǘƘΣ ²ƛƭƭ aŜŀŘows and Chloe Furness. 

Russell Talbot 
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Editorial 

LΩve had plenty of sailing over the past month.  A trip from 

5ŀǊǘƳƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ [ȅƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ 9ŘΩǎ /ƻƴǘŜǎǎŀ нсΣ 

including taking the inshore passage round Portland Bill for 

the first time, just a couple of hundred metres off the end of 

the Bill ς this avoids the overfalls further out, but it feels 

pretty close to the landΦ  LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǘ 

sailing my Laser at Salcombe ς almost because I broke the 

mast a couple of days before the end of the holiday.  The 

replacement is already on its way, but I still have to arrange 

the repair of the sail which got torn in the incident.  This 

ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƭŀǘŜǊ and lighter than usual as 

LΩƳ ƻƴƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŀŎƪΣ ōǳǘ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘ ƴevertheless.  As usual, many thanks to the contributors. 

 Andy Butler 

 

Around The Marks  

The combined Lightning 368 and Byte C11 open meetings held over the weekend of the 6th & 7th August were 

something of a first for Combs. The Sailing Committee gave a lot of thought before sanctioning the event as it 

meant that the majority of club sailors would not have use of the water for a complete weekend in high 

summer. 

We have not held open meeting for either class for quite some time now. This being down to a number of 

factors, both classes have tended to maintain popularity in the south but struggled in the north of England. We 

found in the past the disappointing number of visiting boats did not justify Combs continuing to stage open 

meetings. 

It was the fantastic results achieved over the last number of years by Rick Whitehouse in the Byte C11 and 

Louis Saunders in the Lightning 368 followed by the Byte C11 that made us reconsider staging open meetings. 

Both guys have been National Champions on numerous occasions, with Louis being the current National 

Champion in both classes. As a Committee we felt it was only right that we should support the classes and host 

open meetings again this season. 

The weather was somewhat mixed, with Saturday starting with a flat calm before steadily increasing winds, 

followed by blustery to strong winds on Sunday. Visiting helms came from as far afield as Hampshire and 

Oxfordshire. A full report will be available in the September Newsletter.                                                                                                                                    

Bobrykowski Trophy 

Members may recall the original race held in April was abandoned due to lack of wind. As this trophy along 

with the Quayle Tail ender are sailed on Wednesday evenings and are both pursuits; they do present their own 

special problems for the race officials. We allocate personal handicaps to all the helms in an endeavour to give 

race winning opportunities to the less successful helms. Pursuit handicaps are never easy, but given the 

problems associated with falling winds in the evening they are doubly difficult and tend to favour the slowest 

dinghies. 

When we set the handicaps I was convinced that Louis Saunders had been handicapped out of the race. He 

would have to sail out of his skin to pull back the time differential. Which is exactly what he did ! Fluky winds of 
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varying intensity were meat and drink to him and he sailed brilliantly to win. Mike Craddock was second and 

Will Lomas a creditable third. 

Quayle Tailender 

Please make a diary note. The last Wednesday night is almost upon us with the Tailender sailed on 17th August. 

The race is followed by a meal at a local restaurant. Please come along and sail and if you wish to go on to the 

restaurant please add your name to the list in the clubhouse. 

Bob Pyett 

Derbyshire Youth Sailing at Toddbrook ς race report by Edward 

Caunt 

On 18th June, the excitement built as the Combs junior members and those of many other Derbyshire clubs 

gathered at Toddbrook sailing club in order to take part in one of the events which make up the DYS series.  

In the three races that ensued, the weather was incredibly varied and made each race different to the last, 

demanding different tactics and creating conditions to suit almost any sailing preference.  The main theme 

throughout the day was the constant and sudden wind shifts, which came at any moment, along with the near 

constant rain. 

However, the Combs junior racers ignored the bad weather and set out to enjoy the day, with a team of Will 

Lomas crewed for Josh Bennet from Toddbrook racing in a borrowed GP14, alongside Jacob Murray in a 

Topper, and Edward Caunt in his Lightning 368. 

The fleet of over 25 boats made for a packed start in the first race with two dense groups congregating at ether 

end of the line, causing the occasional collision due to strong winds. From the word go, the Albacore got ahead 

of the fleet, using its larger sail area to shadow many others in the fleet, making it the first to the windward 

mark, with a pack of slower boats on its tail, ranging from Laser 4.7s to Graduates, followed by a fleet 

consisting of Toppers and Optimists. The heavy winds of the first race caused some difficulties for the Combs 

sailors, but they battled through to secure 7th, 14th and 19th places. 

By the second race, the wind had died down leaving the racers drifting at the start line, with a general recall 

that caused some confusion. However, the wind soon picked up and the race began, again with the Albacore in 

the lead, but with an Enterprise close behind, which eventually won the race. The Combs sailors came in similar 

positions to the previous race. 

In the final race, there was little wind to speak of, and what little wind there was was shifty, providing racers 

with an interesting first leg up to the windward mark at the far end of the water. The race saw the simplifying 

of the course to suit the wind conditions, and the shortening of the race. The conditions led to a slow race with 

the Enterprise, sailed by Sam Woods and Richard Hayton from Toddbrook SC, again taking the win, followed by 

the Albacore sailed by Matthew and Emma Metcalfe-Smith from Ogston SC in 2nd place and a Laser Radial 

sailed by Harry Hill of Toddbrook SC. 

Overall results: 

1. Sam Woods and Richard Hayton from Toddbrook SC (Enterprise) 

2. Matthew and Emma Metcalfe-Smith from Ogston SC (Albacore) 

3. Harry Hill of Toddbrook SC (Laser Radial) 

 

Combs SC's Edward Caunt came third in the intermediate age group fleet. 
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The photo shows the fleet leaving the compact starting area between the line and the dam wall.   

Caption Competition 

Wǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ competition:  

άDive, dive, dive!έ ŦǊƻƳ Mike Craddock. 

TƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ς what is Sue saying?  

 

Ideas for a 

caption to Andy 

mailto:andy@ofarm.co.uk
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Byte 406   -  The  Sequel. 

You may recall the obituary to this boat, which was cremated last year. How can there be a sequel? 

Phoenixςlike, byte 406 has been (partially) resurrected. Rescued from the ashes of a funeral pyre constructed 

of old tyres were the blobs of aluminium from the boom and the stainless steel gooseneck fitting.  

 

 

The talents of the Combs Sailing Club members are legendary. Amongst these members are Russell Talbot and 

Bob Pyett. Russell has constructed an aluminium melter from an old gas cylinder and some fire bricks, in which 

he was able to melt down the rescued aluminium and pour it into a self constructed mould to make a flame 

shaped form, the structural integrity of which was confirmed radiographically by Bob Pyett.  The flames issue 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ά/έ ǎƘŀǇŜΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά/έ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōȅǘŜ /LL Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŜƳblem. This was then placed on the (polished) 

gooseneck and the whole thing mounted on a miniature tyre to make the new Combs Sailing Club trophy, to be 

ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ōŜǎǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō ŀǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ плсΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

successes at open meetings, national and international events.  
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LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƭǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǳƳƛƴƛǳƳ όŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƪƛŘǎύΣ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

polishing the casting, radiograph and the finished article. 

 

 


