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No.200           April 2010 

Commodore’s Comments 

Well, it’s the start of the racing season once more and conditions for the first 

race were great. Sunday the 21
st
 was a bit grey with sunny spells but with 

moderate to occasionally light winds. Just the job; after all, who wants to go for a 

swim in icy cold water? I was really sorry I hadn’t got my boat ready but the 

following Sunday I was really glad to have the excuse not to go on the water as 

it was blowing a hooley. Only our world champion Rick and two juniors went out 

while the rest of us watched, with cups of tea in our hands. Rick has a new Byte, 

which he declared, is faster than his previous one; which is really good news for 

the rest of us isn’t it? 

The new pontoon is out and looking splendid but the delivery of an incorrect 

bracket has prevented the fitting of the sloping ramp. The correct bracket is on its way. The toilet renovation is 

nearly complete. We are waiting the delivery of the cubicles and doors for the gents so at the moment we are 

asking everyone to use the unisex disabled toilet in the Ladies.  

The club boats, sailing and power, have been renovated over the winter, the wooden hut laid out in a more 

rational way and the worst part of the main slipway hacked out and re-concreted. We’re completely full on the 

training course and all in all I think that things are looking good for the future of the club. If we all wish hard 

enough we might even find that Spring will eventually break through and we can get down to some really good 

and enjoyable sailing. Looking forward to seeing you all.  

 Harry Mayo 

 

Editorial 

Welcome to the new Combs Sailing Club newsletter.  I’ve taken on the role of editor with the objective of 

increasing awareness of what’s happening in the club.  Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this 

newsletter.  There are articles on various topics, and I hope that I’ll be able to include more from the wider 

membership in future.  In particular, I would be delighted to include photos and reports about interesting 

sailing trips, open meetings or championships you’ve attended, or almost anything about sailing that would be 
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of interest to other members.  So it’s up to you – just email any contributions to me.  I’m hoping that the 

newsletter will be monthly during the sailing season, but that depends on getting enough material!  

 Andy Butler 

 

 

 

2010 Sailing Season 

This year’s calendar of events has now been published on the club website. To access from the Home page 

click on the News section drop down menu. The calendar has various sort and search functions including a 

very useful search box in the lower right hand corner. Input your name and this seasons allocated duties will 

be displayed.  

 The Sailing Committee’s aim is to put together a programme of events which will appeal to all of the clubs 

members. We are conscious that within the club we have a whole range of sailing interests, from the summer 

Saturday afternoon family sailors to mad keen racers. Also a range of sailing abilities, from the youngster 

starting out on Harry & Norman’s level 1 course to National and World Champions 

Junior sailors are definitely the future for Combs sailing club. We are now starting to see sailors from Harry & 

Norman’s training schemes progressing into the racing fleets. This season the junior sailors will also benefit 

from specialised coaching given by Combs own National Champion Louis Saunders. We will also host a 

Derbyshire Youth Sailing Regatta on 8
th
 May. If you would like information about the DYS or wish to get 

involved please contact Matthew Caunt. 

On Sunday 18
th
 April Combs will again host a GP14 Open meeting. Always a friendly event, It’s an ideal 

opportunity to sail your GP 14 against some of the country’s top GP 14 sailors. This September for the first 

time we will be hosting an open meeting for the Supernova class dinghy.  

Wednesday 21
st
 April see’s the start of our ever popular Wednesday evening sailing programme. The first 

race starts at 7pm and following a couple of races the members make their way to the Beehive Inn. We sail on 

GP14 Open Meeting – Sunday 18
th
 April 

 

We will be hosting the opening event of 2010 GP 14 Northern Bell series. Always a 

friendly and enjoyable open meeting, if you are a GP 14 Sailor it’s an ideal opportunity 

to enjoy sailing against some of the Northwest’s leading dinghies. The first race starts 

at 11am followed by lunch and further racing in the afternoon. The flags, hooters and 

helms will be ably controlled by OOD Rick Whitehouse.  

As always the success of the event depends on the members putting together a 

regatta which is welcoming and enjoyable to our guests and home sailors. If you are 

able to help on the day your contribution will be most welcome – just turn up.  
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Wednesdays until the 18
th
 August when we sign off with the Quayle Tail Ender and our traditional end of 

series post race meal.  

                                                                                                                                          
Close racing on a Wednesday evening 

Racing started on Sunday 21
st
 March with the start of the H1 point’s series. Sailed in ideal conditions of 

moderate winds and brilliant sunshine it was an excellent start to our season. Not too strenuous, a good 

shake down. It’s always a problem at the start of the season making sure you have all the bits and pieces 

needed to get the boat on the water. Tony Lawton was able to get his recently refurbished Supernova onto the 

water. He just couldn’t steer it, having left his rudder and dagger board in the garage.  

Two of our junior sailors Edward Gaunt and William Lomas were keen to get onto the water and made the 

most of the conditions. Competition in the Supernova class will be close this season. Richard Silson, having 

wintered in the Hindu Kush started the first race displaying symptoms of altitude sickness. Lying second to 

last for a lap and half he eventually woke up and overtook the whole fleet to take line honours.                                                                                                                      

The C2 Byte class will also be interesting. Rick Whitehouse sailed his brand new boat for the first time and 

looked extremely competitive winning two of the races. His beloved world championship winning boat has 

been sold within the club. The final coat of “Saunders Rouge” has now been applied to Rick’s old hull and we 

look forward to seeing it on the water. 

Bob Pyett 

 

 

Subscriptions 

A polite reminder that Tony Berry is still awaiting a few 

subscriptions 
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Training News 

Level 2, 3 and 4 training sessions will start this season on April 24
th
. They will run by Norman and myself as 

previously but with the very welcome additional help of two other members, Paul Brereton and Mike Easton. 

Both are qualified RYA Instructors although Paul’s qualification covers sea-going craft and Mike hasn’t taught 

for some years. We’re sure however that they will very quickly come up to speed and be a great asset.  

The additional help has enabled us to take twelve members this year. As we have no Level 1 pupils I will be 

teaching Level 2, while Norman does the more advanced stuff and our twice National Champion Louis has 

agreed to hold a number of purely racing classes, instructing in more advanced techniques and racing tactics. 

We’ve got a number of very promising juniors coming along which I hope will form the core of a hard-to-

challenge Junior Racing Section. 

Bob and the Sailing Committee are now in an advanced state of producing a powerboat training programme. 

This will not only cover the basics of how to launch the crafts, lower and start the engines but also practical 

do’s and don’ts of how to recover a person from the water. This will be an extremely valuable addition to the 

knowledge of all club members who are likely to be allocated patrol boat duty and I ask you all to take time to 

attend. Dates will be circulated. 

Harry Mayo 

London Dinghy Show 

This years Dinghy Show was going to be a big one for me it was my first and unlike a lot of other shows you 

get to play around with the exhibits, pull bits of string etc.. 

Like sailing in general we were able to get masses of information regarding boat set up and general sailing 

advice from our class association’s stand which for me was the Merlin.  

The dinghy show was fantastic as you are able to look at so many classes that we would never see like the 

amazing foiling Moths, International 14, the Devotee D1, Thames A Rater and classics like the new Rooster 

Graduate. There were a lot of new boats at the show such as the RS100 which is an alternative to the Vareo 

which for many people was the best new boat at the show, There was also the Icon which is an alternative to 

the Taser and a sweet looking boat that Paul (Thompson) and myself really liked the looks of, the prototype 

RPX.  This is a new boat from Rooster and intended as an alternative to the Laser which they aim to make a 

mass market boat and sell for around the £3k mark, seeming great value but time will tell. 

The development classes had a few nice boats on display with the International Canoe with a full varnished 

carbon boat and the National 12 with the nationals winning Dead Cat Bounce design featuring a canting 

rudder and centre board with trim tabs - great looking boat, and I would love to see one racing at Combs but 

just a little bit pricey. There was a new Supernova at the show which will be rolled out sporting a new main sail 

and open transom.  

All in all a great show which I found it very beneficial and a must for all dinghy sailors just to show that there 

are other sailors out there and many different classes, so get yourself down there next year and you never 

know you might come back with a new boat!! 

Chris Fletcher 

Other News 

Sandy Broadbent, a long standing member and former commodore of the club has recently had a hernia 

operation.  It went well, and he is hoping to be back out sailing in June.  Best wishes for a speedy recovery. 
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Presentation Evening 

One of the highlights of the sailing year is always the presentation evening when we all try to remember back 

to early last season to see if we did actually win anything and would be getting a trophy, or even getting a 

mention in dispatches on the night.  The older we get the harder it is to remember even what we were doing 

last month so in ignorance of achievement we turn up resplendent of dress to enjoy our fellow competitors’ 

company (a few drinks always helps here) and to hear the words of inspiration from the incumbent 

Commodore.  In terms of dress the outfits of Messrs Fletcher (almost unrecognisable after his winter exercise 

programme) and Thompson deserve a mention as they outdid the many glorious dresses of the ladies, turning 

out in outfits befitting the landed gentry to which they clearly must aspire!  What they will sail in this year 

beggars belief. 

This year’s celebration was held at the Pavilion Gardens, an excellent venue benefiting from two barmaids 

who efficiently dispatched pints of local brew to ease the evening into its formalities.  Dinner was helped down 

with copious quantities of wine after being best described as patchy – perhaps the chef had also been 

partaking of the local brew that day – but conversation always overcomes such problems and the volume 

began to rise in anticipation of the Commodore.  The quiet and best-behaved table was that of the juniors, as 

they were no doubt quietly plotting as to how they were going to take on and defeat their elders this season.  It 

is gratifying to see the effect that the elite sailors at play must have on our junior brethren or perhaps it was 

just disbelief on their part at the utter rubbish being uttered from most of us that bored them into silence. 

And on to the highlight of every dinner – the Commodore’s address.  Address us he did but because it was 

now some weeks ago I cannot remember about what but I am sure it was good and informative.  It was 

certainly enjoyed by his two guests from Toddbrook Sailing Club (who we beat in the High Peak Regatta).  

The juniors seemed to be particularly inspired at this point and it would not surprise me if one were not 

standing for this esteemed office next year. 

It now all becomes a little hazy.  We had a few trophies to hand out much to the disdain of Peter Gardner who 

had polished the silverware to a shine only to see us members put our grubby gravy stained fingers all over 

them.  I am sure the commodore felt very much the same as he had to shake the same gravy soaked hands 

as he handed the trophies out.  Nobody fell over at this stage, probably a good thing in front of the juniors, and 

if they had they would have been captured on film by the photographer of the evening, Tony Berry an example 

of whose work is shown below.  Those receiving silver were politely clapped by the membership with the 

applause rising to a crescendo when Richard Silson was presented to the Commodore by video link from a 

chilly beach on Goa.  Richard said that he never likes to miss these events and wanted to be part of the 

evening (so why did you go on holiday Richard?). 

And on to the disco.  The men moved quickly to the bar to discuss the year’s achievements and 

disappointments, the ladies to the dance floor accompanied by Norman who managed to entertain most the 

ladies dancing energetically to the likes of aga-do and Abba. 

So a sailing year ends as another begins and as the bar closed leaving only the dance floor for entertainment 

a swift exit was made by most to relish the thought of the hangover for the following morning. 

Nigel Carson 
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The 2009 prizewinners. 

Forthcoming Events 

Sun 4
th
 April 13:00 – H3 Points Series 

Sat 10
th
 April 14:00 – Family sailing (patrol boat on the water) 

Sun 11
th
 April 13:00 – H4 Points Series  

Sat 17
th
 April 14:00 – Family sailing (patrol boat on the water) 

Sun 18
th
 April 11:00 – GP14 Open Meeting 

Weds 21
st
 April – Bobrykowski Trophy 

Sat 24
th
 April – Sail Training 

Sun 25
th
 April – A1 Spring Series and J1 Junior Series 

Weds 28
th
 April – Wednesday Handicap 1 

Sat 1
st
 May – Sail Training 

Sun 2
nd

 May – Dennis Troop Trophy 

Have a look at the Calendar and Sailing Instructions on the club website for more information about these 

events 

Boats for Sail.  Free! 

Have you ever thought that you need a different boat, perhaps because you can’t find a crew or you have got 
a crew.  Maybe you have friends who want to go for a sail or you’d like to try a different boat.  Do you need to 
find a way to occupy children? 

http://www.combssailingclub.co.uk/calendar/cal_list.php
http://www.combssailingclub.co.uk/pages/aboutus/inst.php
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Combs has a fleet of dinghies which are available for use by all members and their guests except when they 
are being used for training and club events. 

There are three Optimists, ten Toppers, two Laser 
Radials, a full rig Laser, a Mirror, a Graduate, a 
GP14, an Enterprise and a Wayfarer.  There is no 
booking system as with twenty one boats to choose 
from, supply normally exceeds demand.  For the 
time being there is no charge for using the boats 
unless you are racing when there is a charge of £2 
per day.  

The fleet has been built up over a number of years 
starting with a few Toppers and Optimists.  An ex 
member made an extended loan of his GP14 – 
called Sign of the Times as he won it in a Times 
newspaper competition.  Another member donated 
a Laser.  A grant enabled us to buy an Enterprise 
for competing at Southport and expand the fleet of 
Toppers and add two Laser Radials.  Another ex 
member let us have his Graduate for a nominal 
amount.  Last year saw an expansion of the fleet 
with an agreement with Buxton Community School 
that they could use club boats and we could use 
their boats – another four Toppers, a Mirror and a 
Wayfarer. 

The photograph shows Richard Silson and guests 
in the Buxton Community School Wayfarer.   

This fleet has given us the challenge of maintaining 
them and with the help of Dave Staley and Keith 

Muncey.  I have been overhauling these boats for the new season. 

Not all of these boats are suitable for inexperienced sailors. If you are unsure which boats are suitable for your 
abilities and experience then please seek advice from a committee member.  We are also keen to preserve 
the Enterprise in competitive condition so would prefer new sailors not to use it. 

So what do you do if you want to use one of them?  

Check that there is no club training. 
Decide what you would like to use – check the members’ area of the club website for more information about 
the boats. 
Check your safety – if there is no patrol boat you must be competent to save yourself and any guests – there 
are club buoyancy aids that you may borrow for guests. 
Check in the members’ area of the club website where the boats and their equipment are kept. 
Read the rigging guide on the website (well they will be on it when someone volunteers to write them (it could 
be you!)) 
Turn up and sail! 
When you’ve finished, put the boat and gear back, tie the boat down and let me know if there’s anything that 
doesn’t work or needs fixing. 

If in doubt ask any committee member or email me russell@combssailingclub.co.uk. 

Russell Talbot 

 

mailto:russell@combssailingclub.co.uk

